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THE FIRM

Constitutional & Administrative:

The firm provides counsel to clients on their relations 

with various Venezuelan government entities, at national, 

state and municipal levels. TTPN analyses the scope, 

interpretation and constitutionality of the laws and other 

regulatory acts; and generally, the constitutionality 

and legality of any decisions issued and actions taken 

by public entities. The firm advises and represents 

clients in the prosecution of administrative and judicial 

proceedings.

Civil & Corporate:

TTPN handles matters of a civil nature involving the rights 

of persons, family, wealth (real and personal property, 

obligations, estates), and counsels clients on their 

business activities, in connection with the purchase and 

sale of assets or equities, including any due diligence; 

advising on all aspects relating to restructurings and 

mergers, and foreign investments. TTPN actively 

participates in the negotiation and documentation of 

agreements, including works contracts and international 

commercial transactions.

Tax:

The tax department offers its expertise in three areas:  

(1) opinions, counselling and consultations on tax 

matters, (2) strategic tax planning, and (3) administrative 

and judicial remedies.

Labour:

The practice offers legal assistance in all areas relating 

to the management of human resources. TTPN services 

include the negotiation and drafting of individual 

employment contracts and collective bargaining 

agreements, the design and implementation of 

remuneration, benefits and working conditions policies. 

The firm also provides assistance in the prevention and 

resolution of labour conflicts of any kind before the 

labour administrative and judicial bodies. TTPN provides 

counselling in the interpretation and application of 

labour, social security and industrial health and safety 

laws, making recommendations as appropriate, both for 

clients who intend to start operations in Venezuela and 

those already established in the country.

Criminal Law:

The firm offers counselling on criminal matters in the 

context of business activities including the analysis 

of corporate matters and issue of opinions and 

evaluations of situations involving corporations and 

their shareholders, representatives, administrators and 

advisers, all within the economic crime law (white-collar 

crime law). From a litigation stance, the firm offers 

representation and assistance in criminal proceedings.

Litigation:

TTPN offers immediate response to the needs of 

its clients in connection with court and arbitration 

proceedings in civil, commercial, banking, labour, 

landlord and tenant cases, and family, wills, divorce, 

separation and adoption matters among others.

Intellectual Property:

The firm offers a full suite of IP services, including 

trademarks, patents and copyrights work. It represents 

and protects the rights of the clients in litigation which 

may arise in connection with unfair competition, illegal 

practices, and infringement of trademarks or any other 

intellectual property rights.

International Work:

The firm regularly advises large transnational companies 

in the commercialisation of their products in Venezuela 

(including in the processing of permits), foreign investments, 

mergers and acquisitions, insurance, restructurings, 

international arbitration, and unfair international trade 

practices. 

Clients:

TTPN represents a wide variety of clients, particularly 

in the telecommunications, pharmaceutical, food and 

beverage, automotive, maritime transport, entertainment, 

and banking and finance industries.

PRACTICE
AREAS

One of Venezuela’s most historic and renowned law firms, Tinoco, Travieso, Planchart & Núñez 

(TTPN) was founded in the capital city of Caracas in 1914. Today it counts 37 lawyers and 13 

partners, with offices in Caracas and Puerto Ordaz, and an excellent reputation across the 

breadth of legal services it provides, and the highest professional and ethical standards, ‘to 

fulfill the needs of our clients promptly and efficiently’.

A 100+ year history hardly means being wedded to the past: the firm (which joined Twitter and 

Instagram as @TinocoTravieso) have re-invested heavily in state-of-the-art technology, which 

has become all the more important amid Covid-19, as Venezuela’s legal system adapts to new 

global realities just as others have around the world.

Despite the challenges of operating in Venezuela the firm maintains its historic human 

capabilities: it counts numerous university professors and lawyers who have pursued graduate 

studies abroad among its ranks – lawyers who benefit much from the experience gained in the 

different legal systems. As such the firm is well-equipped to serve local and international clients 

in several languages across a wide array of legal practice areas, including: civil, corporate, 

banking, capital markets, foreign investments, mergers and acquisitions, insurance, real 

estate, transportation, constitutional law, administrative law, telecommunications, competition, 

privatizations, environmental, consumer protection, international trade practices, oil and gas, 

mining, taxation, litigation, arbitration, trademarks, patents and copyrights, labour and criminal 

law matters. Cases are attended to by working groups, formed from the various departments 

across the firm.

In August 2000 Tinoco Travieso Planchart & Núñez formed a strategic alliance with U.S. Multilaw 

member firm Holland & Knight, paving the way for its eventual interest in and affiliation with 

Multilaw.

V I S I T  W E B S I T E

RECENT WORK HIGHLIGHTS

Advising a U.S. fund on its 

acquisition of Venezuelan 

telecommunications 

company Intercable.

Restructuring of Banco 

Activo representing a 35 

per cent shareholder of 

the bank in a deal.

Restructuring and facilitating 

a share exchange between 

two companies in the same 

group of companies, and 

exchange of control by 

two shareholders. 
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VENEZUELA

TINOCO, TRAVIESO, 
PLANCHART & NÚÑEZ

Hans, you have been Chair of Multilaw’s Americas 

Region and a member of Multilaw’s Management 

Committee for several years, what is your perspective 

on the future of Multilaw?

We have a huge legal market that we are partners in and 

we should explore more deeply the ways we do business 

together. I am hopeful that there are ways we can make 

work flow more fluidly between our firms – we can sell 

our countries, we can sell our firms and our clients and 

I think Multilaw presents an interesting opportunity and 

a great platform. We must keep growing our network, to 

grow with better, stronger law firms that produce more 

work for our firms and to help our clients in different 

jurisdictions. Developing jurisdictions are important to 

our clients and our network.  I am interested in exploring 

whether we can institute a scholarship for our developing 

jurisdictions to attend the Multilaw Academy. COVID-19 

has presented some unique logistical issues for us so 

we need to continue to offer meetings via Zoom and 

focus on staying connected in these challenging times.   

TTPN has a long history. What does it mean to 

the firm?

We are going to be 105 years old this coming year, but 

we are not stuck in the past. We are investing in the latest 

technology, including new hardware and web platforms, 

like Twitter and Instagram, to help clients and to reach 

more of them more quickly. We are committed to being 

agile, and with our history we have the experience that 

clients can rely on.

How else has it changed over time?

We have changed because the market has changed. For 

example, we had an office in the city of Maturín in the 

east part of the country, where we had a lot of clients 

opening businesses in the oil sector, and that sector has 

been hit the hardest. The oil sector in Maturín used to 

be very big – companies like Shell, BP, Chevron, Texaco, 

all the giants were there and they started slowly moving 

their business to Trinidad and Tobago. So we had to shut 

down our presence [after the U.S. and E.U. sanctions 

against Venezuela] but we maintain a strategic alliance 

with the original lawyers and office there, which operate 

under a different name and are very well-known in the 

tax sector and in corporate activities.

What brought you to TTPN (and kept you there)?

Before joining the firm, I spent two years with a U.S. 

firm based in Florida. I got the sense of working as an 

international transactional lawyer, but eventually I wanted 

to be able to help Venezuelans and not rely purely on 

foreign clients to do business. When I joined TTPN  I 

developed the international transactional department 

and since that time I became the representative for 

TTPN at Multilaw and an officer at the IBA so I have tried 

to develop my practice with an international view, not 

only at home but internationally.  

How did the firm come to be part of Multilaw and 

when did you become involved?

We have a strategic alliance with Holland & Knight that 

dates back 20 years. Holland & Knight introduced us to 

Multilaw and initiated a discussion with us about possibly 

becoming the Multilaw member firm for Venezuela, 

which we did, with a lot of pleasure. This was ten or 

so years after Multilaw was created, when the original 

contact partner was my partner Gustavo Planchart, and 

he handed the torch to me in 2010.

How would you describe the legal market in Venezuela 

at the moment? 

Challenging! I fear the pandemic is going to hit Venezuela 

very hard. However fortunately we have not lost a single 

lawyer or partner since the pandemic and we are still 

making all payments to our lawyers in full including 

bonuses. Hopefully, we will get through this stronger and 

eager to produce more deals, close transactions, litigate 

and do whatever we are expected to do for our clients.

How has business changed in light of Covid-19?

All of the law firms, of the top offices ranked in Chambers, 

are closed and working from home. They are open for 

all partners that wish to go to the office and work from 

there. Today I am here in the office alone. If we have a 

meeting with a client, we prepare to receive them with 

the proper facemasks and guests must follow a variety of 

safety procedures. We are oriented towards keeping our 

clientele and working from home but with the flexibility 

of receiving the client if they wish to come to the office, 

which we have done for several of them. For example 

in the middle of all of this, we were recently helping a 

client in the restructuring of a Venezuelan bank, which 

ended with the client asking me to join their board as a 

director. This was all happening with courts and lawyers 

and litigators engaged in heated in person fighting 

while social distancing and wearing masks– which was 

interesting!

What are the challenges (and opportunities) now? 

Are you noticing any new trends? 

We have been hit, but not shut down. Here in Venezuela 

the courtrooms are closed, the litigation, the IP, 

administrative departments, all of them are operating at 

10 or 50 per cent capacity. But the corporate side is 

operating at 80 or 90 per cent. We are helping clients to 

restructure, helping with their shareholders, so we are 

able to maintain our practice.

In Venezuela, though, we currently have a double crisis.  

We don’t just have the Covid-19 pandemic, but also 

the impact of international sanctions.  We have been 

hit hard by sanctions and that impacts the transactions 

happening and businesses in Venezuela at the moment. 

What we are seeing a lot of is Venezuelans buying 

Venezuelan businesses. There are a few foreigners 

trying to do business here but mostly it is Venezuelans 

investing in the country. 

What are the firm’s aims in the coming year?

We are focused on helping our clients consolidate their 

businesses. We are happy to say we are leaders in 

Venezuela with Venezuelan clientele, and that they are 

still doing business. They are even buying out foreigners 

that don’t wish to remain, or cannot remain in Venezuela 

because of the sanctions. We are happy to help those 

clients achieve their goals. Another goal is to keep 

consolidating with our partners, tightening up with them, 

working together and trying to gain access to additional 

Venezuelan clients that wish to keep doing business in 

Venezuela and help any foreigners that wish to explore, 

to be a player in the Venezuelan market, despite the 

hard conditions currently. The market is good in price 

and these clients are hoping that we come out of this 

situation sooner rather than later.

Have you always wanted to be a lawyer? 

What would you do if you were not?

I actually decided in Junior High school to be a medical 

doctor, so my first exams were as a doctor. I moved to 

Caracas for my final year and in the final stage of the 

process I decided to become a lawyer, after doing some 

tests on what I would be good at. The adviser told me I 

was inclined to do anything I want. I was good at math, 

physics, chemistry, literature, and writing. So now I 

am a lawyer – and now I am a manager!  And more of 

a consigliere for clients, and I love it – I’ve been very 

happy as a lawyer. Fortunately, I haven’t been bored as 

I haven’t done the same thing for a long period of time. 

I have moved from different areas of practices – my first 

years were as a litigator, then a tax consultant, then 

financing and more corporate work. Now I do finance 

and corporate and surveillance on tax issues for different 

departments, so now I am more of a project leader. I 

have lawyers underneath me that do a lot of the hard 

work in the documents and I tend to attend the meetings 

and attend to clients, and deal with more political issues 

at the firm that take more time. 

What do you like to do in your spare time?

I am actually starting a rum company with my brothers 

called Papiamento (www.papiamentorum.com), in 

Aruba, in the Caribbean and I am very happy to be an 

entrepreneur with them.

I am also a tennis fanatic! I’m a very big tennis fan and 

a very good player since I was six years old. I have 

represented my country internationally and my state, 

and I’ve been captain and vice-president of my tennis 

club. I usually play four or five times a week, now only 

maybe two or three times a week at somebody’s court, 

rather than at the club, which has been closed since 

the beginning of the pandemic. I do play golf and enjoy 

exercising but tennis is my true love.

I also like to read, mostly Spanish literature and these 

days, anything that comes to hand! We haven’t been 

receiving many books in Venezuela so every time I travel 

to Madrid or to the U.S., I try to buy books there.
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