
 

 

TENNESSEE 

Tennessee has codified the Uniform Foreign-Country Money Judgments Recognition 
Act in Tennessee Code Title 26, Chapter 6, §§ 201 to 211 with some changes from the 
UFMJRA 2005 revision: 

• Section II.A of the Fundamental Principles Questionnaire: 

II. Denial of recognition and enforcement of a foreign court judgment: 
reasons  

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a foreign 
court judgment? If YES: what kind of reasons may justify denial?  

Answer: 

…Under the UFCMJRA’s permissive grounds for nonrecognition, a court may, 
through its discretion, deny recognition of a foreign-country judgment if:  
1. The defendant in the proceeding in the foreign court did not receive notice of 
the proceeding in sufficient time to enable the defendant to defend;  
2. The judgment was obtained by fraud that deprived the losing party of an 
adequate opportunity to present its case;  
3. The judgment or the [cause of action] [claim for relief] on which the judgment is 
based is repugnant to the public policy of the State in which the judgment is 
sought to be enforced or of the United States;  
4. The judgment conflicts with another final and conclusive judgment;  
5. The proceeding in the foreign court was contrary to an agreement between the 
parties under which the dispute in question was to be determined otherwise than 
by proceedings in that foreign court (e.g., a mandatory arbitration provision);  
6. In the case of jurisdiction based only on personal service, the foreign court 
was a seriously inconvenient forum for the trial of the action;  
7. The judgment was rendered in circumstances that raise substantial doubt 
about the integrity of the rendering court with respect to the judgment; or  
8. The specific proceeding in the foreign court leading to the judgment was not 
compatible with the requirements of due process of law.  

Tennessee – Tennessee Code has incorporated all mandatory and permissive grounds 
for nonrecognition mentioned in the UFCMJRA but has also added that a court may, 
through its discretion, deny recognition of a foreign-country judgment if: 

9. The foreign jurisdiction where the judgment was rendered would not give 
recognition to a similar judgment rendered in this state. Tenn. Code Ann. § 26-6-
204. 



 

 

This provision based on comity rules makes recognition of a foreign-country judgment in 
Tennessee depending on the legal reciprocity. Therefore, Applicants seeking the 
recognition of a foreign judgment in Tennessee shall carefully look at the practice of the 
foreign jurisdictions regarding the recognition of judgments rendered in Tennessee.  
 

• Section III.A of the Fundamental Principles Questionnaire: 

A. Time limit 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer: 

 The UFMJRA does not contain any time limit on an application to enforce a 
foreign judgment. However, individual State laws may impose various time limits 
on the enforcement of a judgment. 

Tennessee – While the UFCMJRA establishes the statute of limitations of 15 years after 
the foreign-country judgment became effective, Tennessee Code limits this period to 10 
years. Tenn. Code Ann. § 26-6-209. 
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