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Ohio adopted the 1985 version of the UFCMJRA but has yet to take up the 2005 
revisions. R.C. 2329.90 et seq.  I found two decision of note related to Section III.A. and 
Section III.C. of the Fundamental Principles Questionnaire: 

A. Time limit

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court
judgment?

Answer: 

The UFMJRA does not contain any time limit on an application to enforce a 
foreign judgment. However, individual State laws may impose various time limits 
on the enforcement of a judgment. 

Ohio – While Ohio law does not place a time limit on enforcement, applicants should be 
mindful of extended delays.  In The Society of Lloyd’s v. Price, an Ohio federal district 
court declined enforcing an otherwise valid English court ruling where the judgment 
creditor had waited over six years to enforce its claim in the United States. 2005 U.S. 
Dist. LEXIS 22104 (S.D. Ohio, Sept. 30, 2005).  Given the passage of time, the original 
judgment was no longer enforceable in England absent leave of court. Id. at *17-18.  
Since the judgment creditor had failed to apply for leave in England, the Ohio court held 
that the English judgment was not “enforceable where rendered” under Ohio’s 
codification of the UFMJRA. 

C. Necessary Requirements

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court judgment fulfill to
be recognized and enforced?

Answer: 

In states that follow the UFCMJRA, the party seeking recognition of a foreign-
country judgment bears the burden of proof in establishing that the state’s 
foreign-country judgments recognition act applies to the foreign- country 
judgment at issue. UFCMJRA § 3(c).  

Under the UFCMJRA, the foreign court judgment must grant or deny a sum of 
money, other than for taxes, a fine or other penalty, or for a judgment for divorce, 
support, or maintenance or other judgment rendered in connection with domestic 
relations. UFCMJRA § 3(b).  



 

The foreign court judgment must also be “final, conclusive, and enforceable” 
under the law of the foreign country where rendered.  

Ohio – Applicants shall pay special attention to the form of the foreign judgment. In Weir 
Foulds, LLP v. Restivo, an Ohio Court of Appeals ruled that foreign judgment shall be 
attested and certified in proper form. 2014 Ohio App. LEXIS 1060 (10th Dist., March 24, 
2014). The appellant aimed to contest that the truth and accuracy of the Canadian 
judgment were not authenticated under Ohio’s codification of the UFCMJRA. Id. at *8-9. 
The Court held that the validity of the foreign judgment can be attested by the registrar 
and certified by the judge of the foreign court. Id. Since the judgment was attested and 
certified as described, the Court of Appeals affirmed the enforcement. 
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