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I. APPLYING FOR INTERIM AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES 

1. Is it possible to apply for an interim measure in order to ensure the effective 
enforcement of a court decision? 

Answer: Yes. The types of interim measures that may be applied for are set out at Section 
II paragraph 1 below. 

 

2. Is it mandatory to pay court fees for this type of application? 

Answer: Yes. The precise amount of court fees payable for such applications varies 
depending on the level of the court hearing the case as well as the type of interim 
measures applied for. A list of the court fees payable is set out at Appendix B of 
the Rules of Court (Cap. 322).  

 

3. What is the ordinary/average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer: The length of time that an application would take varies according to the type of 
relief sought and the particular circumstances of the case.  

While an ex parte application may conclude within one day where sufficient 
justification exists, it may also take around 1 to 2 weeks depending on the 
circumstances of the case.   

In general, an inter partes application may take around 4 to 8 weeks. 

 

II. TYPES OF INTERIM AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES 

 
1. For which types of interim measures are the parties allowed to apply? (e.g., 

injunction, freezing orders, caveat, restraining order, etc) 

Answer: Common interim measures that parties may apply for include: 

(a) Mareva Injunction (or freezing order) – An injunction that freezes the 
assets of the defendant to prevent a party from deliberately dissipating 
assets (either locally or worldwide) in order to avoid the risk of having to 
satisfy any judgment which may be entered against them in the 
proceedings. 

(b) Mandatory Injunction – An injunction which compels a party to take 
specific actions. 

(c) Prohibitory Injunction – An injunction which restrains a party from doing 
something.  
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(d) Search Order (or Anton Piller Order) – Search Orders permit certain 
persons to enter another person’s premises to search for, seize and/or 
retain documents and/or other items relevant to a dispute. 

(e) Sale of Perishable Property – Parties may apply to Court for an order for 
the sale of the subject-matter of the cause or matter when it is or a 
perishable nature or likely to deteriorate if kept or for any other good 
reason it is desirable to sell forthwith.  

(f) Recovery of Movable Property Subject to Lien – Parties may apply to 
Court to recover property that is in possession or another party by virtue 
of a lien or otherwise as a security for money. 

 
III. PROCEDURE 

1. Competent Court 

a) Which court has jurisdiction to grant these interim and precautionary 
measures? 

Answer: The Magistrates’ Court, District Court, and the General Division of the High Court.  

 
2. When can the application for interim and precautionary measures be 

submitted? 

Is it possible to apply for it at the time the underlying lawsuit is filed? If YES: 
Are there any special requirements when so doing? 

Answer: Yes.  

A party may include an interim injunction (including a Mareva injunction and a 
search order) as one of the reliefs sought in a party’s originating process. Even if 
the claim for an interim injunction was not so included, parties are still allowed to 
file an application for an interim injunction before or after the trial of the cause of 
matter.  

An application for an interim payment may be made at any time after the writ has 
been served on a defendant and the time limited for him to enter appearance has 
expired. 

The requirements are the same as that set out in Section III, paragraph 5 below.  

3. Is it possible to apply for interim precautionary measures before filing the 
underlying lawsuit? If YES: Are there any special requirements when so 
doing? (e.g., deadline to submit the lawsuit) 

Answer: Yes. An application for an injunction can be made before the issue of the 
originating process only where the case is one of urgency, and in that case: 
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(a) the injunction applied for may be granted on such terms, if any, as the 
Court thinks fit; and 

(b) if the originating process is not issued within 2 days of the granting of the 
injunction, or such other period as the Court thinks fit, the Court shall on 
application by a defendant discharge the injunction. 

 
4. Is it possible to apply for interim precautionary measures after filing the main 

claim? If YES: Are there any special requirements when so doing?  

Answer: Yes. See Section III, paragraph 2 above.  

 

5. Criteria used by the court for granting these measures 

What requirements must be fulfilled in order to apply for an interim measure? 
(e.g. periculum in mora, fumus boni iuris, security, etc) 

Answer: (a) Interlocutory Injunctions 

The applicant must show that: 

(i) there is a serious question to be tried with a real prospect of 
success; and  

(ii) the balance of convenience lies in favour of granting the injunction. 

The Court may grant the injunction subject to an undertaking by the 
applicant that the applicant would compensate the defendant if it was held 
at trial that the applicant is not entitled to restrain the defendant from doing 
what he was threatening to do. 

The applicant must provide the undertaking to pay damages for 
applications for applications for injunctions (including Mareva Injunctions, 
which will be explained below). 

(b) Mareva Injunctions 

The applicant must show that: 

(i) there is a good arguable case against the defendant; 

(ii) the defendant has assets within the jurisdiction (if applying for a 
domestic Mareva injunction) or that there are no and/or insufficient 
assets within jurisdiction to satisfy the claim and that the defendant 
has assets outside the jurisdiction (if applying for a worldwide 
Mareva injunction); and 
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(iii) there is a real risk of dissipation of assets that would render any 
judgment obtained against the defendant nugatory.  

(c) Search Orders (or Anton Piller Order) 

The applicant must show that: 

(i) the applicant has an extremely strong prima facie case; 

(ii) the actual or potential damage that the plaintiff would suffer if the 
search order was not granted, is very serious;  

(iii) the defendant has in its possession incriminating documents or 
items and there is a real possibility that the defendant may destroy 
such material before an application with notice to the other parties 
can be made; and 

(iv) the harm likely caused to the defendant must not be excessive or 
out of proportion to the legitimate object of the search order. 

(d) Sale of Perishable Property  

A sale may be ordered of property:  

(i) which is of a perishable nature; 

(ii) which is likely to deteriorate if kept; or  

(iii) which, for any other good reason, it is desirable to sell forthwith.  

The principal purpose of such an order is to avoid the injustice that might 
result by goods becoming of little to no value in the time taken for 
proceedings to be concluded.  

(e) Recovery of Movable Property Subject to Lien 

The following requirements apply: 

(i) the plaintiff claims the recovery of specific movable property; and 

(ii) the defendant does not dispute the plaintiff’s title to the said 
property; but 

(iii) claims to be entitled to retain the property as security for any sum 
of money (e.g. by virtue of a lien). The defendant’s claim is not to 
the property but to money. 

The plaintiff must pay into court the whole of the amount claimed by the 
defendant as security, even if it exceeds the value of the specific property 
– so long as the defendant’s claim for security is made bona fide, the court 
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has no jurisdiction to assess the value of the property, or to investigate the 
merits of the defendant’s claim  

 

6. Procedure 

a) Which are the main steps of the procedure after filing the interim measure 
application? (e.g. holding a hearing, presenting evidence, etc.) 

Answer: Evidence is given by way of affidavits filed together with the application for an 
interim measure. 

If the application is made on an ex parte basis, a hearing will be scheduled. Any 
party applying ex parte must give notice to the defendant prior to the hearing, 
except where doing so would defeat the purpose of the application. 

The judge hearing the ex parte application will decide whether the application 
should proceed ex parte and may direct that the application proceed inter partes 
if the case does not involve urgency.  

The judge will then decide whether or not to grant the ex parte application after 
hearing the applicant’s submissions. In the event that the ex parte application is 
granted, the defendant may subsequently make an application inter partes to set 
aside the interim measure granted. 

If the application for the interim measure is made inter partes, the defendant may 
file its evidence by way of a reply affidavit and the applicant shall have the right 
of final reply (i.e. the applicant gets to file the final response affidavit). The matter 
then proceeds to a hearing before a judge, who will decide whether to grant the 
interim measure after hearing parties’ submissions.  

 

b) Is it possible for the Court to order an interim measure without hearing 
the other party? (in audita parte debitoris). If YES, under what 
circumstances can the parties apply for it?  

Answer: Yes, but only for injunctions where (a) it is urgent; or (b) giving notice of the 
application to the defendant would defeat the purpose of the application.  

 

c) What are the main steps of the procedure in this case? 

Answer: See paragraph 6(a) above. 

 

7. Opposition of the defendant 
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a) Is it possible for the defendant to oppose interim and precautionary 
measures? 

Answer: Yes.  

 
 

b) Is it possible for the defendant to ask the court for the substitution of the 
interim measure for a guarantee? 

Answer: Yes.  

 

8. Appeal 

a) Are appeals allowed from the court decision ordering the measures or 
rejecting the defendant’s opposition to them? 

Answer: Yes.  

 

b) Is it possible to enforce the interim measure once an appeal is filed? 

Answer: Yes. However, the defendant may make an application to Court for a stay of 
execution of the interim measure.  

 

IV. EFFECTS AND VALIDITY OF INTERIM AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES. 

1. Is it possible to enforce the interim measure when the other party obstructs 
it? 

Answer: Yes. The interim measure will remain effective and enforceable until it is 
discharged or varied on the application of the other party. Where a party disobeys 
or refuses to comply with an interim order, the plaintiff can nevertheless enforce 
the interim measure by an order of committal, with the leave of Court. The party 
in breach may then be held liable for contempt of court. 

 

2. Is it possible to modify a previous interim measure? 

Answer: Yes. The interim measure may be varied on the application of either party.  

 

3. When is it possible to raise an interim measure? 
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Answer: An interim measure will generally be discharged at the close of a case where the 
judgment given is not in favour of the party who obtained the interim measure. An 
interim measure may also be lifted where the judge is satisfied that the interim 
measure is no longer required. 

 

4. Are there any rules concerning the costs (e.g., lawyers’ fees, etc.) related to 
the application? 

Answer: Costs for applications for interim measures are usually awarded to the successful 
party. General guidelines for party-and-party costs in the Supreme Court are set 
out at Appendix G of the Supreme Court Practice Directions.  

 

V. ARBITRATION 

1. Is it possible to apply for an interim measure in order to assure the effective 
enforcement of an arbitration award in your country? If YES: what is the 
enforcement procedure? 

Answer: Yes.  

International Arbitrations 

For international arbitrations, parties can apply to the tribunal to seek interim 
measures. Interim orders made by an arbitral tribunal in the course of an 
arbitration is, with the leave of the General Division of the High Court, enforceable 
in the same manner as if they were orders made by a court. 

Parties can also apply to the General Division of the High Court to seek interim 
measures. The Court may refuse to make such orders if, in the Court’s opinion, 
the fact that the place of arbitration is outside Singapore or likely to be outside 
Singapore when it is designated or determined makes it inappropriate to make 
the order. 

Domestic Arbitrations 

For domestic arbitrations, parties may agree on the powers which may be 
exercised by the arbitral tribunal for the purposes of and in relation to the arbitral 
proceedings. By default, the arbitral tribunal has the power to make orders for the 
preservation, interim custody or sale of any property which is or forms part of the 
subject-matter of the dispute.  

Additionally, the General Division of the High Court has the power to grant an 
interim measure in support of arbitral proceedings. 

Enforcement Procedure 
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The procedure is similar to that of interim measure applications made before the 
Singapore Courts in civil proceedings (see para. 6a of Section III above).  

In addition, where it is sought to enforce the order of an arbitral tribunal, a copy of 
the arbitration agreement and the original order or direction made by the arbitral 
tribunal sought to be enforced has to be provided as evidence. Where the order 
sought to be enforced is in the nature of an interim injunction, the applicant will 
also need to undertake to abide by any order the court or arbitral tribunal may 
make as to damages.  

 

2. Are the arbitrators, entitled to order an interim measure? 

Answer: Yes.   

 

VI. FOREIGN PROCEDURE & ARBITRATION 

1. Is it possible to apply for an interim measure before your country’s courts in 
order to assure the effective enforcement of a foreign court decision or 
arbitration award? If YES: how is this procedure executed? 

Answer: Yes. 

Foreign Arbitration 

Foreign arbitral awards may be enforced in the same manner as a judgment or 
an order to the same effect, with the leave of Court. 

Parties can apply to the tribunal to seek interim measures. Interim orders made 
by an arbitral tribunal in the course of an arbitration is, with the leave of the 
General Division of the High Court, enforceable in the same manner as if they 
were orders made by a court.  

The procedure is as described in para. 6a of Section III read with Section V above.  

Parties can also apply to the General Division of the High Court to seek interim 
measures. The Court may refuse to make such orders if, in the Court’s opinion, 
the fact that the place of arbitration is outside Singapore or likely to be outside 
Singapore when it is designated or determined makes it inappropriate to make 
the order. 

Foreign Court Proceedings 

The Courts have the power to grant Mareva Injunctions in support of foreign 
proceedings. Two conditions must be fulfilled: 

(a) The Courts must have in personam jurisdiction over the defendant; and 
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(b) The claimant must have a reasonable accrued cause of action against 
the defendant in Singapore. 

The Courts (Civil and Criminal Justice) Reform Act 2021, which will come into 
operation on an appointed date notified in the Gazette, provides for amendments 
to the Civil Law Act (Cap 43) (the “CLA”) to include provisions for interim relief in 
aid of foreign proceedings. In particular, Section 4(10A) of the CLA will give the 
courts the power to grant interim relief in aid of proceedings in any civil or 
commercial matter (excluding proceedings arising out of any fiscal, monetary or 
revenue law or measure) which have been or are to be commenced outside 
Singapore, if it appears to the court to be just or convenient that such order should 
be made. However, the Court may refuse to make such an order if: 

(a) in the opinion of the Court, the fact that the court has no jurisdiction in 
relation to the subject matter of the proceedings in question makes it 
inappropriate for the Court to make the order; or 

(b) the proceedings concerned are not capable of giving rise to a judgment 
which may be enforced in Singapore. 

The procedure is similar to that of interim measure applications made before the 
Singapore Courts in civil proceedings (see para. 6a of Section III above). 

 

 

  



 

10 
 

Submitted by 

 Contact 1 Contact 2 (optional) Contact 3 (optional) 
Contact 
Name: 

Melvin Lum Joel Ng   

Firm 
Name: 

Quahe Woo & Palmer LLC  

Email: Melvin.lum@quahewoo.com  JoelNg@quahewoo.com   

Phone #: 6622 0385 6622 0350  

Website: https://www.quahewoo.com/  

 

 


	Singapore - Interim Measures
	220209 (Draft) Multilaw Enforcement Interim Measures 2022

