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I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT DECISION (CIVIL AND 
COMMERCIAL MATTERS) 

 
A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court Judgment 

 
1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court judgment in your 

country? 
  

Answer: 
  
Yes. The manner in which foreign court judgments may be enforced in Singapore is discussed 
in this publication. This publication does not address the registration, recognition and/or 
enforcement of (i) matrimonial related foreign court judgments under the Maintenance Orders 
(Reciprocal Enforcement) Act 1975 or (ii) foreign arbitral awards under the International 
Arbitration Act 1994. 

 
B. Applicable Law: General Rules 

 
1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a foreign court 

judgment in your country? 
 

Answer:  
 
a. Statutory Regime 
 
 A foreign judgment may be recognised by the General Division of the High Court of the Republic 
of Singapore ("the High Court") under the Choice of Courts Agreements Act 2016 ("CCAA"), 
where the judgment/order was made by the court of a contracting state to the Convention of 30 
June 2005 on Choice of Court Agreements. 
 
 Where the CCAA does not apply, a foreign judgment may be registered in the High Court under 
the Reciprocal Enforcement of Commonwealth Judgments Act 1921 ("RECJA") or the 
Reciprocal Enforcement of Foreign Judgments Act 1959 ("REFJA") and subsequently enforced 
in the same manner and to the same extent as a judgment issued by the High Court. 
 
 The table below sets out the statutory regime applicable to judgments from the listed States: 
 
 CCAA RECJA REFJA 

 
See the list of contracting 
parties to the Convention on 
Choice of Court Agreements 
done at The Hague on 30 
June 2005. 

Brunei Darussalam Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region of the 
People's Republic of China Commonwealth of Australia 

Hong Kong (for judgments 
obtained on or before 30th 
June 1997) 
India (except the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir) 
Malaysia 
New Zealand 
Pakistan 
Papua New Guinea 
Sri Lanka 
Windward Islands 
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b. Common Law Regime 
 
Where the statutory regimes do not apply to a claimant, a foreign judgment is enforceable by 
commencing a fresh action in the relevant Singapore court for the recovery of the foreign debt. 
 
C. Special Rules: European Union 

 
1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a foreign court 

judgment in your country? 
 

Answer:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to enforce court judgments 

coming from its member states? 
 

Answer:   
 
Not applicable. 
 
D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure 

 
1. What is the average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

 
 Answer: 
 
 Under the statutory regime, the process of applying for and obtaining an order from the High 

Court for the registration or recognition of a foreign judgment is estimated to take between 2 to 
6 months. The process of executing the foreign judgment (once registered or recognised) is 
dependent on the specific execution procedures that the claimant decides to undertake. 

 
 Under the common law regime, the process of enforcing a foreign judgment through the 

commencement of a fresh action in the Singapore courts could take between 6 months to 18 
months, depending on the complexity of the matter. 

 
If the enforcement of a foreign judgment under either regime is uncontested or decided 
summarily, the matter may be resolved in a shorter period of time. 

  
II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT JUDGMENT: 

REASONS 
 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? If YES: what kind of reasons may justify denial? 

 
Answer:   
 
Yes. A non-exhaustive summary of the conditions that the High Court may take into account in 
deciding that it will deny recognition, registration and/or enforcement of a foreign judgment is 
set out in the table below. 
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Regime Reasons to justify a denial of recognition / enforcement 

CCAA The High Court may refuse to recognise and/or enforce a foreign 
judgment if: 

 (a) the judgment has no effect in the State of origin; 

 (b) the judgment is not enforceable in the State of origin; 

 (c) the defendant in the proceedings in which the foreign 
judgment was obtained was not notified of the document 
by which the proceedings were instituted or an equivalent 
document, including the essential elements of the claim, 
in sufficient time to enable the defendant to defend the 
proceedings, unless (i) the law of the State of origin 
allows the notification to be challenged; and (ii) the 
defendant had entered an appearance and presented the 
defendant's case without challenging the notification in 
the court of origin; 

 (d) the foreign judgment was obtained by fraud in connection 
with a matter of procedure; 

 (e) the recognition or enforcement of the foreign judgment 
would be manifestly incompatible with the public policy of 
Singapore, including circumstances where specific 
proceedings leading to the judgment would be 
incompatible with fundamental principles of procedural 
fairness in Singapore; 

 (f) the exclusive choice of court agreement applicable to the 
dispute in relation to which the foreign judgment was 
obtained is null and void under the law of the State of the 
chosen court, unless the chosen court has determined 
that the agreement is valid; 

 (g) a party to the exclusive choice of court agreement 
applicable to the dispute in relation to which the foreign 
judgment was obtained lacked the capacity, under the law 
of Singapore, to enter into or conclude the agreement; 

 (h) the defendant in the proceedings in which the foreign 
judgment was obtained was notified of the document by 
which the proceedings were instituted or an equivalent 
document, including the essential elements of the claim, 
in a manner incompatible with the fundamental principles 
in Singapore concerning the service of documents; 

 (i) the foreign judgment is inconsistent with a judgment given 
by a Singapore court in a dispute between the same 
parties; 
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Regime Reasons to justify a denial of recognition / enforcement 

 (j) the foreign judgment is inconsistent with an earlier 
judgment given in another State between the same 
parties on the same cause of action, and the earlier 
judgment satisfies the conditions necessary for 
recognition in Singapore under the law of Singapore; 

 (k) the foreign judgment is being reviewed or appealed 
against in the State of origin or the time for applying for a 
review of or for appealing against the foreign judgment in 
the State of origin has not expired; 

 (l) the situation arises where (i) an exclusive choice of court 
agreement applies to a case, (ii) a chosen court 
designated in that agreement has discretion whether to 
transfer the case to another court in the same Contracting 
State, and transfers the case to the other court, and (iii) 
the other court issues a foreign judgment against a party 
to the case who objected in a timely manner to the 
transfer; and/or 

 (m) the judgment awards damages (including exemplary or 
punitive damages) in excess of compensation for the 
actual loss or harm suffered by the party awarded the 
damages, after taking into account whether and to what 
extent the damages awarded by the court of origin serve 
to cover costs and expenses relating to the proceedings 
in which the foreign judgment was obtained. In which 
case, the judgment may only be recognised and enforced 
for the amount of the compensation.  

RECJA The High Court will not register a foreign judgment if: 

(a) the original court acted without jurisdiction; 

(b) the judgment debtor, being a person who was neither 
carrying on business nor ordinarily resident within the 
jurisdiction of the original court, did not voluntarily appear 
or otherwise submit or agree to submit to the jurisdiction 
of that court; 

(c) the judgment debtor, being the defendant in the 
proceedings, was not duly served with the process of the 
original court and did not appear, notwithstanding that he 
was ordinarily resident or was carrying on business within 
the jurisdiction of that court or agreed to submit to the 
jurisdiction of that court; 

(d) the judgment was obtained by fraud; 
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Regime Reasons to justify a denial of recognition / enforcement 

(e) the judgment debtor satisfies the registering court either 
that an appeal is pending, or that he is entitled and 
intends to appeal, against the judgment; and/or 

(f) the judgment was in respect of a cause of action which 
for reasons of public policy or for some other similar 
reason could not have been entertained by the registering 
court. 

 

REFJA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The High Court will not register a foreign judgment if: 

(a) the judgment has been wholly satisfied; 

(b) the judgment has been discharged; 

(c) the judgment could not be enforced by execution in the 
country of the original court; 

(d) the judgment is a non-money judgment, unless the High 
Court: 

 (i) having regard to the circumstances of the case and 
the nature of the relief contained in the judgment, 
is satisfied that the enforcement of the judgment 
would be just and convenient; and 

(ii) being of the opinion that the enforcement of the 
judgment would not be just and convenient, makes 
an order for the registration of such amount as it 
considers to be the monetary equivalent of the 
relief; 

(e) the money judgment awards damages (including 
exemplary or punitive damages) in excess of 
compensation for the actual loss or harm suffered by the 
party awarded the damages, after taking into account 
whether and to what extent the damages awarded by the 
court of origin serve to cover costs and expenses relating 
to the proceedings in which the foreign judgment was 
obtained. In which case, the judgment may only be 
registered for the amount of the compensation; 

(f) the judgment is not a judgment to which the REFJA 
applies; 

(g) the High Court is satisfied that the courts of the country of 
the original court had no jurisdiction in the circumstances 
of the case; 
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Regime Reasons to justify a denial of recognition / enforcement 

(h) the High Court is satisfied that that the judgment debtor, 
being a defendant in the proceedings in the original court, 
did not (notwithstanding that process may have been duly 
served on him in accordance with the law of the country 
of the original court) receive notice of those proceedings 
in sufficient time to enable him to defend the proceedings 
and did not appear; 

(i) the judgment was obtained by fraud; 

(j) the enforcement of the judgment would be contrary to 
public policy in Singapore; 

(k) the rights under the judgment are not vested in the person 
by whom the application for registration was made; 

(l) the High Court is satisfied that the matter in dispute in the 
proceedings in the original court had before the date of 
the judgment in the original court been the subject of a 
final and conclusive judgment by a court having 
jurisdiction in the matter; and/or 

(m) the High Court is satisfied that an appeal is pending, or 
that the applicant is entitled and intends to appeal, against 
the foreign judgment.  

Commencement of a 
fresh action under the 
common law 

A foreign judgment will not be enforceable in Singapore by the 
commencement of a fresh action in the Singapore courts if: 

(a) the judgment was registrable under the REFJA;  

(b) the fresh action was commenced after the expiration of 6 
years from the date of the judgment;  

(c) the Singapore court is satisfied that the judgment was 
procured by fraud; 

(d) the Singapore court is satisfied that the enforcement of 
the judgment would be contrary to the public policy of 
Singapore; or  

(e) the Singapore court is satisfied that the proceedings in 
which the judgment was obtained were opposed to 
natural justice. 
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B. Costs and expenses 
 

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in this enforcement 
procedure? 

 
Answer:  
  
A claimant's costs and expenses for the enforcement of a foreign judgment in Singapore should 
be discussed with their appointed solicitors/counsel. 
 
The claimant, if successful in having the foreign judgment enforced, will usually be entitled to 
its reasonable costs of and incidental to the enforcement procedure. The amount of costs 
payable to the claimant may be agreed upon between parties or determined by the court. The 
amount of costs recoverable by the claimant is almost never a full indemnity for the claimant's 
actual legal costs paid to its solicitors/counsel. 
 
 Where the claimant has applied to register the foreign judgment under the RECJA and REFJA, 
the claimant is additionally entitled the reasonable costs of and incidental to the registration of 
the judgment (including the costs of obtaining a certified copy thereof from the original court 
and of the application for registration). 
     

III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Time limit 
 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court judgment? 
 

Answer: 
 
Different time limits apply to the various enforcement regimes available to a claimant. 
 
Regime Time Limit 

 
CCAA The CCAA does not stipulate any time limit for the recognition 

and/or enforcement of the foreign judgment. 
 

RECJA The application to register the foreign judgment must be made 
within 12 months after the date of the judgment, or such longer 
period as may be allowed by the High Court. 
 

REFJA The application to register the foreign judgment must be made any 
time: 
 
(i) within 6 years after the date of the judgment; or 
(ii) where there have been proceedings by way of an appeal 

against the said foreign judgment, after the date of the last 
judgment given those proceedings.  

 
Commencement of a 
fresh action under the 
common law 

The fresh action to enforce the foreign judgment must be 
commenced before the expiration of 6 years after the date of the 
foreign judgment. 
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B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment: Provisional Enforcement 
 

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive court judgment? If 
NO: Are there any special requirements to provisionally enforce a court judgment 
which is not final and definitive? 

 
Answer:  Yes. 

 
C. Necessary Requirements 

 
1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court judgment fulfill to be 

recognised and enforced? 
 

Answer: 
 
The foreign judgment must not contravene any of the conditions set out in Section II.A. above, 
and the application to register or recognise the foreign judgment must be made within the time 
limits set out in Section III.A.1. above. 
 
D. Other Formal Requirements: Court Fees 

 
1. Is it mandatory to pay court fees for this kind of application? 

 
Answer:  Yes. 

 
E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce a court 

judgment? 
 

Answer:   Please refer to Section IV.B.1 below.  
 
IV. PROCEDURE 
 

A. Competent court 
 

1. Which court or courts are competent to decide an enforcement application? 
 

Answer:  
 
Regime Court 

CCAA General Division of the High Court 

RECJA General Division of the High Court 

REFJA General Division of the High Court 

Commencement of 
a fresh action under 
the common law  

Magistrates Court: 
 

Actions for a sum of money less than SGD 
60,000. 

District Court: Actions for a sum of money of SGD 60,000 or 
more, but that are less than SGD 250,000. 

General Division 
of the High Court: 

Actions for a sum of money of SGD 250,000 
and more. 
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B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign Court 
Judgment 

 
1. What information must be contained in the enforcement application of a foreign 

court judgment?  
 

Answer:  
 
Regime Informational Requirements 

CCAA An application for the recognition and/or enforcement of a foreign 
judgment under the CCAA must be supported by an affidavit which: 

Must state to the best of the information or belief of the 
deponent: 

 (a) that the judgment, the whole or part of which is to be 
recognised or recognised and enforced, is a foreign 
judgment within the meaning of section 2(1) of the CCAA; 

 (b) where the foreign judgment or part of the foreign judgment 
is to be recognised, that the judgment or that part (as the 
case may be) has effect in the State of origin; 

 (c) where the foreign judgment or part of the foreign judgment 
is to be enforced, that the judgment or that part (as the case 
may be) is enforceable in the State of origin; 

 (d) that the exclusive choice of court agreement, applicable to 
the dispute in relation to which the foreign judgment was 
obtained, was concluded in a civil or commercial matter; 

 (e) either of the following: 

  (i) that at the date of the application, the foreign 
judgment, or the part of the foreign judgment to 
be recognised or recognised and enforced, has 
not been satisfied; or 

  (ii) the amount in respect of which, at the date of the 
application, the foreign judgment, or the part of 
the foreign judgment to be recognised or 
recognised and enforced, remains unsatisfied; 

 (f) that the foreign judgment does not relate to a matter to 
which the CCAA does not apply (which matters are 
mentioned in section 9 or 10 of the CCAA); 

 (g) that there are no circumstances under Part 3 of the CCAA 
in which the Court must refuse to recognise or enforce the 
foreign judgment; 
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Regime Informational Requirements 

 (h) whether there are any circumstances under Part 3 of the 
CCAA in which the Court may refuse to recognise or 
enforce the foreign judgment (refer to Section II.A. above); 
and 

 (i) where there are circumstances in which the Court may 
refuse to recognise or enforce the foreign judgment, each 
reason why the Court should nevertheless recognise or 
enforce the judgment. 

 Must exhibit the following documents: 

 (j) a complete and certified copy of the foreign judgment 
(including the reasons, if any, for the decision of the court 
which gave the judgment); 

 (k) the exclusive choice of court agreement applicable to the 
dispute in relation to which the foreign judgment was 
obtained, a certified copy of that agreement or any other 
evidence of the existence of that agreement; 

 (l) where the foreign judgment was given by default, the 
original or a certified copy of a document showing that the 
party in default was notified of (i) the document by which 
the proceedings were instituted; or (ii) an equivalent 
document; and 

 (m) any other documents necessary to establish (i) that the 
foreign judgment has effect in the State of origin; (ii) where 
the foreign judgment or part of the foreign judgment is to be 
enforced, that the judgment or that part (as the case may 
be) is enforceable in the State of origin; and (iii) any matter 
mentioned in items (a) and (d) to (i) above. 

  

RECJA An application for the registration of a foreign judgment under the 
RECJA must be supported by an affidavit which:  

 (a) exhibits the judgment or a verified or certified or otherwise 
duly authenticated copy thereof, and where the judgment is 
not in the English language, a translation thereof in that 
language certified by a notary public or authenticated by 
affidavit; 

 (b) states the name, trade or business and the usual or last 
known place of abode or business of the judgment creditor 
and the judgment debtor respectively, so far as known to 
the deponent; and 
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Regime Informational Requirements 

 (c) states to the best of the information or belief of the 
deponent: 

  (i) that the judgment creditor is entitled to enforce the 
judgment; 

  (ii) as the case may require, either that at the date of 
the application the judgment has not been satisfied, 
or the amount in respect of which it remains 
unsatisfied; and 

  (iii) the judgment does not fall within any of the cases in 
which a judgment may not be ordered to be 
registered under section 3(2) of the RECJA (refer to 
the conditions set out in the table at Section II.A. 
above). 

REFJA An application for the registration of a foreign judgment under the 
REFJA must be supported by an affidavit which:  

 (a) exhibits the judgment or a verified or certified or otherwise 
duly authenticated copy thereof, and where the judgment is 
not in the English language, a translation thereof in that 
language certified by a notary public or authenticated by 
affidavit; 

 (b) states the name, trade or business and the usual or last 
known place of abode or business of the judgment creditor 
and the judgment debtor respectively, so far as known to 
the deponent; and 

 (c) states to the best of the information or belief of the 
deponent: 

  (i) that the judgment creditor is entitled to enforce the 
judgment; 

  (ii) as the case may require, either that at the date of 
the application the judgment has not been satisfied, 
or the amount in respect of which it remains 
unsatisfied; and 

  (iii) that at the date of the application the judgment can 
be enforced by execution in the country of the 
original court and that, if it were registered, the 
registration would not be, or be liable to be, set 
aside under section 5 of the REFJA (refer to the 
conditions set out in the table at Section II.A. 
above). 
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C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application to enforce a 
foreign court judgment? 

 
Answer:  
 
Please refer to Section IV.B.1 above. 

 
D. Phases of the Procedure 

 
1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign court judgment? 

 
Answer:  

  
Regime Phases 

CCAA (1) The claimant must apply to the High Court by way of 
Originating Summons (or an Originating Application 
w.e.f. 1 April 2022) for the recognition / registration of 
the foreign judgment.  

RECJA (2) If and once the foreign judgment is recognised / 
registered, the claimant must serve a notice to the 
defendant to notify them of the same. 

REFJA (3) The foreign judgment (which then becomes 
enforceable in the same manner and to the same 
extent as a judgment issued by the High Court) may 
then be executed by way of, for example, examination 
of judgment debtor proceedings, writs of execution, 
garnishee proceedings, insolvency proceedings, etc. 

Commencement of a 
fresh action under the 
common law  

(1) The claimant must commence a fresh action by filing 
a Writ of Summons (or an Originating Claim w.e.f. 1 
April 2022) and Statement of Claim, which must then 
be personally served on the defendant. 

 (2) Should the defendant intend to contest the action, the 
defendant must file a Memorandum of Appearance (or 
a Notice of Intention to Contest or Not Contest w.e.f. 1 
April 2022) in the action and subsequently file a 
defence within the prescribed timelines. 

 (3) The claimant may file an application for summary 
judgment against the defendant on the ground that it 
has no defence to the orders made in the foreign 
judgment. This is to avoid the need to proceed to full 
trial of the matter. 
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E. Opposition of the Defendant 
 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? 
 
Answer:   
 
Under the statutory regime, the recognition or registration application is made by way of an 
application without notice to the defendant. The defendant may "oppose" the recognition or 
registration of the foreign judgment by applying to have the registered judgment subsequently 
set aside.  
 
Under the common law regime, the defendant may oppose the fresh action by filing a 
Memorandum of Appearance (or a Notice of Intention to Contest or Not Contest w.e.f. 1 April 
2022) in the action and subsequently filing a defence within the prescribed timelines. The 
Singapore court will then determine the merits of the fresh action either at trial or, upon the 
application of the claimant, at an interlocutory hearing before trial. 

 
2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to oppose to the 

enforcement of the court judgment? If YES: what are those reasons? 
 

Answer:  
 
Yes. The grounds on which the High Court will refuse to register, recognise and/or enforce a 
foreign judgment are set out response to Section II.A. above. 
  
F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure 

 
1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognise and enforce a foreign 

court decision? 
 

Answer:  Yes. 
 
 
2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? 

 
Answer: The filing of an appeal against the High Court's decision to (i) register or 

recognise a foreign judgment or (ii) refuse to set aside a registered or 
recognised foreign judgment, does not automatically suspend the claimant's 
right to enforce a registered or recognised judgment. The party seeking the 
stay of enforcement must apply to the Singapore court for an order granting 
the stay of execution of the registered or recognised foreign judgment. 

 
G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses 

 
1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial costs incurred as a result 

of the enforcement application? 
 

Answer: See Section II.B above. 
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V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT 
 

A. Means of Enforcement 
 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the court's judgment? 
 

Answer: 
 
Most forms of moveable property and immoveable property in Singapore belonging to the 
judgment debtor are subject to enforcement of the court's judgment. Examples of assets which 
the judgment debtor has an interest in and which may not be subject to execution include (i) 
immoveable property held under a joint tenancy, (ii) money in joint bank accounts; and (iii) 
country club memberships (where transfer of ownership is subject to approval of the club). 

 
VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION 
 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction 
 

Answer:   
 
Singapore's current Rules of Court will be replaced by the Rules of Court 2021, which will come 
into operation on 1 April 2022. There do not appear to be any material differences between the 
procedure for the recognition, registration and/or enforcement of foreign judgments under the 
current Rules of Court and the Rules of Court 2021. 
 
The Reciprocal Enforcement of Commonwealth Judgments (Repeal) Act 2019 ("RECJA 
Repeal Act") was gazetted on 1 October 2019 but has not yet come into operation. The RECJA 
Repeal Act repeals the RECJA on a date to be stipulated by the Minister. When the Repeal Act 
comes into operation, it will consolidate Singapore's legal framework for the reciprocal 
recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments in civil proceedings into a single regime 
under REFJA. 
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