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I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT DECISION 
(CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS) 

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court 
Judgment 

1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment in your country? 

Answer:  Yes, pursuant to article 538 of the General Procedure Code a 
foreign court judgment is enforceable in Uruguay. 

B. Applicable Law:  General Rules 

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer: Judgments from a country with which Uruguay has an 
International Treaty on the matter will be governed by said treaty (article 
524 General Procedure Code). 

Regarding judgments from a country with which Uruguay has no 
International Treaty:  the law that is applicable to the recognition and 
enforcement of a foreign court judgment is the General Procedure Code 
(articles 537 to 543). 

C. Special Rules:  European Union 

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:   

2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to enforce 
court judgments coming its member states? 

Answer:   

D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure 

1. What is the average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer:  Enforcement procedures take approximately between eight and 
twenty four months, depending if there is an opposition by the defendant 
and if any additional time is needed to dispose of the assets. 
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II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT 
JUDGMENT:  REASONS 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment?  If YES:  what kind of reasons may justify 
denial? 

Answer:  Yes. 

The Court can deny recognition and enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment whenever the judgment doesn’t comply with the requirements 
stated in the article 539 of the General Procedure Code or those set in the 
applicable treaty.  These requisites are described below in III. C. 

B. Costs and expenses 

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in this 
enforcement procedure? 

Answer: 

Fees:  Lawyer fees, which are not regulated by law but generally refer to 
the claim filed (e.g. a 10% over the value of the claim). 

Expenses:  include translation of documents into Spanish by sworn 
translators, legalization or apostille costs, delivery costs and judicial taxes. 

III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Time limit 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer:  No. 

B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment:  Provisional Enforcement 

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive 
court judgment?  If NO:  Are there any special requirements to 
provisionally enforce a court judgment which is not final and 
definitive? 

Answer:  Yes. 
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C. Necessary Requirements

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court
Judgment fulfill to be recognized and enforced?

Answer: 

For judgments from a country with which Uruguay has an International 
Treaty, the requisites will arise from the treaty. 

In case there is no International Treaty, the applicable law for requisites 
for the recognition and enforcement of a foreign court judgment is the 
General Procedure Code (articles 537 to 543). 

According to article 539 of the General Procedure Code the requirements 
the foreign court judgment needs to fulfill in order to be recognized and 
enforced are: 

The judgment must fulfill all the necessary requirements in the country of 
origin to be considered authentic; 

The judgment and the attached documents required must be duly 
authenticated according to our legislation, unless the judgment is sent by 
a diplomatic or consular or through the competent administrative 
authorities; 

The judgment must be presented properly translated (if applicable); 

The Court which gave the judgment must have had international 
jurisdiction in accordance with  its law, except the cases in which due to 
the matter the jurisdiction is reserved exclusively for national Courts. 

That the defendant has been summoned or subpoenaed in legal form 
according to the rules of the State where the judgment comes from; 

That the proper defense of the parties has been ensured; 

The judgment must be a final and definitive court judgment in the State of 
origin; 

That the judgment isn’t manifestly contrary to Uruguayan international 
public policy. 

D. Other Formal Requirements:  Court Fees

1. Is it mandatory to pay Court Fees for this kind of application?

Answer:  Yes. 
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E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce a 
court judgment? 

Answer:  No. 

IV. PROCEDURE 

A. Competent court 

1. Which Court or courts are competent to decide an 
enforcement application? 

Answer:  The competent Court to decide the mandate of “exequatur” prior 
to the enforcement is the Supreme Court of Justice.  Once the “exequatur” 
or recognition is obtained, actual enforcement is brought before a first 
instance court.  

B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign 
Court Judgment 

1. What information must be contained in the enforcement 
application of a foreign court judgment? 

Answer:  There are no informal requirements, a formal pleading for the 
enforcement must be filed as explained in this section. 

C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application 
to enforce a foreign court judgment? 

Answer:  According to article 539.2 of the General Procedure Code it is 
indispensable to include with the application to enforce a foreign court 
judgment the following documents: 

- Certified copy of the judgment; 
- Certified copy of the judicial file, needed to prove that the defendant 

has been summoned or subpoenaed in legal form according to the 
rules of the State where the judgment comes from and that the proper 
defense of the parties has been ensured (numerals 5th and 6th article 
539.1); 

- Certified copy with certification that the judgment the judgment is a  
final and definitive court judgment. 
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D. Phases of the Procedure 

1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign 
court judgment? 

Answer:  The first phase is to obtain the “exequatur” this will be presented 
before the Supreme Court.  Once presented, the other party shall be 
summoned for 20 days.  Afterwards the Prosecutor will be heard and the 
Supreme Court will decide.  If the execution is accepted the file will be 
sent to the competent first instance Court to continue with the actual 
enforcement of the decision (which involves, selling assets to collect 
money owed, or seizing an owed asset, setting a term and a fine to 
comply with certain actions etc., as the nature of the judgment requires). 

E. Opposition of the Defendant 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? 

Answer:  Yes. 

2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to 
oppose to the enforcement of the court judgment?  If YES:  
what are those reasons? 

Answer:  Yes, the lack of any of the requisites for enforcement during the 
exequatur stage and compliance with the judgment during the actual 
enforcement. 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure 

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognize and 
enforce a foreign court decision? 

Answer:  The exequatur is not subject to appeal, if the Supreme Court 
decides against the plaintiff, enforcement will not be possible.  During the 
enforcement proceeding it is possible to appeal the decision of the court 
involving the defense of compliance with the judgment raised. 

2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? 

Answer:  Yes. 
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G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses 

1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application? 

Answer:  Not for the exequatur, during the following stage all costs are 
recoverable from the defendant. 

V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT 

A. Means of Enforcement 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the court’s 
judgment? 

Answer:  All movable and immovable property as well as claims and real 
property rights may be subject to enforcement by the court. 

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction 

Answer:  No. 
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