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I. APPLYING FOR INTERIM AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES 

1. Is it possible to apply for an interim measure in order to ensure the effective 
enforcement of a court decision? 

Answer:   Yes, with the exception of properties listed in Art. 106 of the UAE Regulation of 
Civil Procedures Law,  it is possible to obtain a provisional attachment order in 
case there is a fear of losing the security of rights in cases when debtor is not 
resident of the UAE, there is well-founded fear of the debtor escaping, transferring 
or hiding his properties, or if securities of the debt is at risk of being lost.  

Also, an interim measure is possible for a lessor against the lessee and the sub-
lessee over movables, fruits, and yields if such were transferred without his 
knowledge subject to qualifications. Interim measure may also be ordered if a 
creditor holds a document for an unconditional payable debt of a certain amount 
or security for workers’ unsettled dues temporarily estimated by the competent 
administrative authority. It is also possible for an owner of a movable property and 
anyone having a real right or right of detention thereon to apply for interim measure 
against the movable in possession of third party. 

  

2. Is it mandatory to pay court fees for this type of application? 

Answer: Yes, fees varies and are proportional with a maximum fee depending on the court 
of application. 

3. What is the ordinary/average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer:   The length of time varies. Before issuing the order, the judge may carry out a 
summary investigation should he sees that the documents supporting the 
application are insufficient. Moreover, length of time may vary depending on the 
discovery of assets to be attached. 

Attachment may be accomplished in one day or may be accomplished in 
successive day(s) and the execution agent shall undertake what is necessary to 
preserve the attached items needed to be attached until the report has been 
completed, and the report shall be signed whenever the attachment procedures 
are finished. 

 

II. TYPES OF INTERIM AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES 

 
1. For which types of interim measures are the parties allowed to apply? (e.g., 

injunction, freezing orders, caveat, restraining order, etc) 

Answer:   

• Preservation of evidence 
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• Deposit or goods and sale of perishable goods 

• Maintain assets and properties (Provisional Attachment)  

• Attachment of Debtor’s Property in possession of third persons 

• Debtor’s Detention; 

• Debtor’s Travel Ban; 

• Other Precautionary Measures (i.e. submission of a guarantee) 

 

III. PROCEDURE 

1. Competent Court 

a) Which court has jurisdiction to grant these interim and precautionary 
measures? 

Answer:    Court which examines the claim or judge of summary matters. 

  

2. When can the application for interim and precautionary measures be 
submitted? 

Is it possible to apply for it at the time the underlying lawsuit is filed? If YES: 
Are there any special requirements when so doing? 

Answer:   The application for interim measure may be submitted at the same time as the 
underlying lawsuit. The requirements will depend on the type of interim measure 
applied for and for provisional attachment, the type of assets to be provisionally 
attached. However, as the claim will require notification, the debtor will be notified 
of the claim and the application with the claim. 

3. Is it possible to apply for interim precautionary measures before filing the 
underlying lawsuit? If YES: Are there any special requirements when so 
doing? (e.g., deadline to submit the lawsuit) 

Answer:   Yes, it is possible. The garnishor shall, no later than eight (8) days from date of 
imposing the attachment, file before the competent court a claim for confirmation 
of the right in the circumstances in which the attachment was undertaken by the 
order of the judge of the summary matters, otherwise, the attachment shall be held 
null and void. 

4. Is it possible to apply for interim precautionary measures after filing the main 
claim? If YES: Are there any special requirements when so doing?  

Answer:   Yes, as long as the circumstances justifying the application are present.  
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5. Criteria used by the court for granting these measures 

What requirements must be fulfilled in order to apply for an interim measure? 
(e.g. periculum in mora, fumus boni iuris, security, etc) 

Answer:    There must be a credible claim or the creditor holds a cheque or unconditional 
acknowledgment of debt and a well-founded fear of losing security of his rights and 
serious evidence are available to justify such fear. There is no need to establish 
fear of losing security or disposition of assets if there is a CFI judgment or an 
arbitral award that is not yet recognised.  

6. Procedure 

a) Which are the main steps of the procedure after filing the interim measure 
application? (e.g. holding a hearing, presenting evidence, etc.) 

Answer:  An application for interim measure shall be ex parte (unless filed with the main 
claim) and must contain the grounds for making the application. After filing the 
petition, the court will assess and issue the order. It will also issue letters informing 
the appropriate entities of the attachment order and applicant must follow up. 

 

b) Is it possible for the Court to order an interim measure without hearing 
the other party? (in audita parte debitoris). If YES, under what 
circumstances can the parties apply for it?  

Answer:   Yes, proceedings are ex-parte. 

 

c) What are the main steps of the procedure in this case? 

Answer:    File a petition for provisional attachment identifying with particularity the grounds 
and assets to be attached. For provisional attachment, garnishor shall, no later 
than eight (8) days from date of imposing the attachment, file before the competent 
court a claim for confirmation of the right. 

 

7. Opposition of the defendant 

a) Is it possible for the defendant to oppose interim and precautionary 
measures? 

Answer:   No, it is ex parte except if interim measure is requested within a substantive claim 
in which case the defendant can plead its opposition. 
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b) Is it possible for the defendant to ask the court for the substitution of 
the interim measure for a guarantee? 

Answer:    Yes, it is possible, before the settlement of the auction, to deposit a sum of money 
in the court’s treasury equal to the debts attached therefor and the expenses. Such 
deposit shall entail release of the attachment of the properties. 

 

8. Appeal 

a) Are appeals allowed from the court decision ordering the measures or 
rejecting the defendant’s opposition to them? 

 Answer:    The garnishee may appeal the attachment order before the judge of summary 
matters, both in relation to the attachment subject or dates, and the judge may 
decide to reject the appeal and consider the same null and void or otherwise limit 
the attachment, if such is requested under the appeal, and in all cases the 
attachment shall elapse upon issue of a final decision rejecting the claim for 
confirmation of the right. 

  If the claim for confirmation of the right is filed before imposition of the attachment, 
the appeal shall be submitted to the same court to decide thereon as a summary 
matter, during any stage of the claim. 

 

b) Is it possible to enforce the interim measure once an appeal is filed? 

Answer:    Yes, appeal of the interim measure does not affect the enforcement of the interim 
measure in the meantime. 

 

IV. EFFECTS AND VALIDITY OF INTERIM AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES. 

1. Is it possible to enforce the interim measure when the other party obstructs 
it? 

Answer:   Yes, it is ex parte so the other party cannot obstruct the process. 

 

2. Is it possible to modify a previous interim measure? 

Answer:    Yes, the attachment shall be within the value of the claim. If the value of attached 
properties exceeds the value of the claim, debtor may request the judge to reduce 
the value of the attachment. 

 

3. When is it possible to raise an interim measure? 



 

5 
 

Answer: At any time as long as grounds for interim measure exist. Circumstances 
surrounding the claim may be the determining factor. 

 

4. Are there any rules concerning the costs (e.g., lawyers’ fees, etc.) related to 
the application? 

Answer:  The costs may be recoverable in the main case. Lawyers’ fees awarded are  
nominal. 

 

 

V. ARBITRATION 

1. Is it possible to apply for an interim measure in order to assure the effective 
enforcement of an arbitration award in your country? If YES: what is the 
enforcement procedure? 

Answer:  Yes, UAE Federal Law No. (6) of (2018) otherwise known as the UAE Arbitration 
Law – either through the arbitral tribunal or through the courts in arbitration 
proceedings. 

 Under Article 18 of the UAE Arbitration Law, upon the application of a party or the 
arbitral tribunal – the chief justice may order provisional or interim measures – as 
he may deem necessary – for the outstanding or potential arbitration procedures, 
whether before or in the course of arbitration procedures. This will not be 
considered a waiver of the arbitration agreement and if the chief justice issues an 
order, the effect of this order shall be terminated, wholly or partially, only by a 
decision issued by the chief justice. 

2. Are the arbitrators, entitled to order an interim measure? 

Answer:   Yes, under Article 21 of the UAE Arbitration Law. Subject to Article 18 of the UAE 
Arbitration Law, unless otherwise agreed upon by the parties, the arbitral tribunal 
may, upon the application of a party or automatically, order either of them to take 
such provisional or interim measures it thinks fit as required by the nature of the 
dispute. The party having an order of provisional measure, with the written 
permission from the arbitral tribunal, may apply to the court to enforce such order 
or any part thereof within 15 days from the date of permission. Copies of the 
application for permission or enforcement shall be sent concurrently to all other 
parties. 

  

VI. FOREIGN PROCEDURE & ARBITRATION 
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1. Is it possible to apply for an interim measure before your country’s courts in 
order to assure the effective enforcement of a foreign court decision or 
arbitration award? If YES: how is this procedure executed? 

Answer:  Yes, same as above. 
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