
LITIGATION AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION
PRACTICE GROUP

ENFORCEMENT OF 
FOREIGN JUDGEMENTS
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES

2020



 i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT 
DECISION (CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS) ............................................ 1 

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court 
Judgment ................................................................................................... 1 

1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment in your country? ............................................................... 1 

B. Applicable Law:  General Rules ................................................................. 1 

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? .......................................... 1 

C. Special Rules:  European Union ................................................................ 2 

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? .......................................... 2 

2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to 
enforce court judgments coming from its member states? .............. 4 

D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure ............................................ 4 

1. What is the average length of time for this kind of 
procedure? ...................................................................................... 4 

II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN 
COURT JUDGMENT:  REASONS ....................................................................... 4 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment?  If YES:  what kind of reasons may justify 
denial? ....................................................................................................... 4 

B. Costs and expenses .................................................................................. 6 

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in 
this enforcement procedure? .......................................................... 6 

III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS ................................................................................. 6 

A. Time limit ................................................................................................... 6 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign 
court judgment? .............................................................................. 6 



 ii 

B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment:  Provisional Enforcement ................ 7 

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive 
court judgment?  If NO:  Are there any special requirements 
to provisionally enforce a court judgment which is not final 
and definitive? ................................................................................. 7 

C. Necessary Requirements ........................................................................... 7 

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court 
judgment fulfill to be recognized and enforced? .............................. 7 

D. Other Formal Requirements:  Court Fees .................................................. 7 

1. Is it mandatory to pay Court Fees for this kind of application? ........ 7 

E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce 
a court judgment? ...................................................................................... 8 

IV. PROCEDURE ....................................................................................................... 8 

A. Competent court ........................................................................................ 8 

1. Which Court or courts are competent to decide an 
enforcement application? ................................................................ 8 

B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign 
Court Judgment ......................................................................................... 8 

1. What information must be contained in the enforcement 
application of a foreign court judgment? ......................................... 8 

C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application 
to enforce a foreign court judgment? ......................................................... 8 

D. Phases of the Procedure ......................................................................... 10 

1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign 
court judgment? ............................................................................ 10 

E. Opposition of the Defendant ...................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? ........... 10 

2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to 
oppose to the enforcement of the court judgment?  If YES:  
what are those reasons? ............................................................... 10 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure ..................................... 11 



 iii 

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognize and 
enforce a foreign court decision? .................................................. 11 

2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? .................................. 11 

G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses ................................................. 12 

1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application? ..................... 12 

V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT ............................................................................... 12 

A. Means of Enforcement ............................................................................. 12 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the 
court’s judgment? .......................................................................... 12 

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION .............................. 12 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction ........................................ 12 

 
 
 



 1 

I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT DECISION 
(CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS) 

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court Judgment 

1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment in your country? 

Answer: The general rule is that foreign court judgments are not recognised 
or enforced in Sweden. However, there are exceptions to this rule. 

The Swedish Debt Enforcement Code (1981:774) (Sw. Utsökningsbalken) 
(the “Debt Enforcement Code”) regulates the enforcement of court 
judgments in Sweden. According to chapter 3, section 2 of the Debt 
Enforcement Code, special provisions regulate the extent to which 
enforcement may take place within Sweden on the basis of a foreign 
enforcement order. 

Regarding civil and commercial matters, it is mainly foreign court judgments 
from EU member states as well as from Norway, Switzerland and Iceland 
(the EFTA member states with the exception of Lichtenstein) that are 
enforceable in Sweden. 

B. Applicable Law: General Rules 

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:  

• Regulation (EU) No 1215/2012 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 12 December 2012 on jurisdiction and the recognition 
and enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial matters (the 
“new Brussels I Regulation”).  

• Council Regulation (EC) No 44/2001 of 22 December 2000 on 
jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil 
and commercial matters (the “Brussels I Regulation”). 

• The convention of 27 September 1968 on jurisdiction and the 
enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial matters (the 
“Brussels Convention”). 

• The convention of 16 September 1988 on jurisdiction and 
enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial matters (the 
“Lugano Convention”), replaced by the convention of 30 October 
2007 on jurisdiction and enforcement of judgments in civil and 
commercial matters (the “Lugano Convention 2007”). 

• The Regulation (EC) No 805/2004 of the European Parliament and 
the Council of 21 April 2004 creating a European enforcement order 
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for uncontested claims (the “European Enforcement Order for 
Uncontested Claims”). 

• The Hague Convention of 30 June 2005 on Choice of Court 
Agreements (the “Hague Convention”). 

There is a Swedish law that supplements the new Brussels I Regulation, 
the Brussels I Regulation, the Brussels Convention, the Lugano Convention 
2007, the regulation on the European Enforcement Order for Uncontested 
Claims and the Hague Convention with inter alia procedural rules applicable 
in Sweden. This law is lagen (2014:912) med kompletterande 
bestämmelser om domstols behörighet och om erkännande och 
internationell verkställighet av vissa avgöranden (the “Supplementary 
Law”). 

It can also be mentioned that there is a regulation of the European 
Parliament and the Council of 11 July 2007 establishing a European Small 
Claims Procedure (the “European Small Claims Procedure”). 

C. Special Rules: European Union 

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer: Regarding applicable law, see section I B1 above. 

The new Brussels I Regulation and the Brussels I Regulation 

The new Brussels I Regulation and the Brussels I Regulation contain rules 
on recognition and enforcement of judgments regarding civil and 
commercial matters enforced in one of the EU member states. 

The new Brussels I Regulation came into force on 10 January 2013, and 
will mainly be applied from 10 January 2015. The biggest change in the new 
Brussels I Regulation is that the requirement of a declaration of 
enforceability as a condition for enforcement in a member state, other than 
the one in which the decision was given, has been abolished. In other 
words, a claimant, having obtained a judgment in one of the member states, 
can enforce such a judgement in the other member states. 

The Brussels I Regulation came into force on 1 March 2002 and replaced 
the Brussels Convention. The general rule is that if legal proceedings were 
commenced in the country of origin after this date, the Brussels I Regulation 
applies instead of the Brussels Convention. 

The Brussels Convention 

The Brussels Convention, and the new Brussels I Regulation and the 
Brussels I Regulation, contain rules on recognition and enforcement of 
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judgments regarding civil and commercial matters enforced in one of the 
EU member states. 

As stated above,  the Brussels Convention will be applicable instead of the 
new Brussels I Regulation and the Brussels I Regulation if legal 
proceedings were commenced in the country of origin before the Brussels I 
Regulation came into force, i.e. 1 March 2002. 

The Lugano Convention and the Lugano Convention 2007 

The Lugano Convention and the Lugano Convention 2007 extend to 
relations between the EU member states and the EFTA member states 
(limited to Iceland, Norway and Switzerland) the rules of the Brussels 
Conventionand the rules of the Brussels I Regulation. 

The Lugano Convention 2007 replaced the Lugano Convention (when the 
Lugano Convention 2007 came into force in relation to all the parties to the 
Lugano Convention). 

The Lugano Convention 2007 was acceded by the EU, Denmark and 
Norway on 1 January 2010. Switzerland acceded to the convention on 1 
January 2011 and Iceland on 1 May 2011. 

The regulation on the European Enforcement Order for Uncontested Claims 

The regulation on the European Enforcement Order for Uncontested Claims 
creates a European enforcement order for such claims in civil and 
commercial matters.   

The European Enforcement Order for Uncontested Claims is a certificate 
that enables judgments on uncontested claims from one EU member state 
to be recognized and enforced automatically in another EU member state, 
without any intermediate proceedings. A judgment on an uncontested claim 
is certified as a European enforcement order by the EU member state that 
delivers the judgment. 

The regulation on the European Small Claims Procedure 

The European Small Claims Procedure applies in cross-border civil and 
commercial matters in EU member states where the value of the claim does 
not exceed EUR 5,000.   

Judgments delivered under this procedure are recognized and enforceable 
in the other EU member states without the need for a declaration of 
enforceability. 

The procedure is optional, offered as an alternative to the possibilities 
existing under the national laws of the EU member states. 
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2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to enforce 
court judgments coming from its member states? 

Answer: See the answer under section I C1 above. 

D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure 

1. What is the average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer: Regarding the phases of the procedure see section IV D1 below. 

As a general rule, the average length of time to receive a declaration on 
enforceability from the court is, if the application is complete, one or two 
months. 

If the court declares a foreign judgment enforceable, the counterparty 
should be served the decision. The length of time for this serving varies 
depending on how quickly the counterparty is to serve. 

If the counterparty applies for amendment, this procedure in general takes 
an additional time of one or two months. 

If a party appeals, the procedure is once again prolonged. 

 

II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT 
JUDGMENT: REASONS 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment? If YES: what kind of reasons may justify 
denial? 

Answer: 

The new Brussels I Regulation 

In the situations where the new Brussels I Regulations applies, reasons to refuse 
recognition and enforcement of a judgement are set out in Articles 45 and 46. 

Article 45 

1. On the application of any interested party, the recognition of a judgment shall 
be refused: 

(a) if such recognition is manifestly contrary to public policy (ordre public) in 
the member state addressed; 
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(b) where the judgment was given in default of appearance, if the defendant 
was not served with the document which instituted the proceedings or with an 
equivalent document in sufficient time and in such a way as to enable him to 
arrange for his defence, unless the defendant failed to commence proceedings 
to challenge the judgment when it was possible for him to do so; 

(c) if the judgment is irreconcilable with a judgment given between the same 
parties in the member state addressed; 

(d) if the judgment is irreconcilable with an earlier judgment given in another 
member state or in a third State involving the same cause of action and 
between the same parties, provided that the earlier judgment fulfils the 
conditions necessary for its recognition in the member state addressed; or 

(e) if the judgment conflicts with: 

(i) Sections 3, 4 or 5 of Chapter II where the policyholder, the insured, a 
beneficiary of the insurance contract, the injured party, the consumer or the 
employee was the defendant; or 

(ii) Section 6 of Chapter II. 

2. In its examination of the grounds of jurisdiction referred to in point (e) of 
paragraph 1, the court to which the application was submitted shall be bound by 
the findings of fact on which the court of origin based its jurisdiction. 

3. Without prejudice to point (e) of paragraph 1,the jurisdiction of the court of origin 
may not be reviewed. The test of public policy referred to in point (a) of paragraph 
1 may not be applied to the rules relating to jurisdiction. 

4. The application for refusal of recognition shall be madein accordance with the 
procedures provided for in Subsection 2 and, where appropriate, Section 4. 

Article 46 

On the application of the person against whom enforcement is sought, the 
enforcement of a judgment shall be refused where one of the grounds referred to 
in Article 45 is found to exist. 

The Brussels I Regulation, the Brussels Convention and the Lugano Convention 
2007 

The Brussels I Regulation contains rules on denial of recognition and enforcement 
in articles 34, 35, 41 and 45. The Brussels Convention has rules on denial of 
recognition and enforcement in Articles 27, 28 and 34. The Lugano Convention 
2007 contains rules on denial of recognition and enforcement in Articles 34, 35, 41 
and 45. 
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The Supplementary Law in section 3 provides a rule on denial of recognition and 
enforcement under certain conditions regarding civil claims tried in criminal cases. 

The regulation on the European Enforcement Order for Uncontested Claims 

If a judgment is certified to be a European Enforcement Order for Uncontested 
Claims the judgment is in general to be enforced in accordance with the Debt 
Enforcement Code in the same manner as a Swedish legally binding judgment, as 
is the case with enforcement based on the new Brussels I Regulation. 

The regulation on the European Small Claims Procedure 

Judgments delivered in a European Small Claims Procedure are recognised and 
enforceable in the other EU member states without the need for a declaration of 
enforceability and without any possibility of opposing its recognition. 

However, refusal or limitation of enforcement is possible in some cases where the 
judgment is irreconcilable with an earlier judgment and in some situations where a 
party inter-alia has challenged the judgment. 

B. Costs and expenses 

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in this 
enforcement procedure? 

Answer: 

Court and service fees. 

Translation costs. 

Lawyers’ fees, which naturally will vary depending on the complexity of the 
case at hand. 

III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Time limit 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer: The Swedish Limitations Act (1981:130) (Sw. preskriptionslagen) 
(the “Limitations Act”) governs time limits for claims in Sweden in general.  
The rules of the Limitations Act apply to the enforcement of claims (chapter 
3, section 21 of the Debt Enforcement Code), including enforcement of 
claims based on a foreign court judgment. 

The general rule, according to section 2 of the Limitations Act, is that no 
claim may be brought after ten years from its accrual, unless the period of 
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limitation is interrupted prior thereto. With regard to claims against 
consumers, the period of limitation is in general three years according to the 
same section. However, there are exceptions to these general rules. 

B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment: Provisional Enforcement 

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive court 
judgment? If NO: Are there any special requirements to 
provisionally enforce a court judgment which is not final and 
definitive? 

Answer: 

The new Brussels I Regulation, the Brussels I Regulation, the Brussels 
Convention and the Lugano Convention 2007 

According to the Supplementary Law, a foreign judgment that has been 
declared enforceable in Sweden shall be enforced in accordance with the 
Debt Enforcement Code as if it is a Swedish judgment that has entered into 
final legal force. 

The European Small Claims Procedure 

According to the regulation on the European Small Claims Procedure, the 
judgment shall be enforceable notwithstanding any possible appeal. 

C. Necessary Requirements 

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court judgment 
fulfill to be recognized and enforced? 

Answer: The conditions of the applicable regulations or conventions must 
be fulfilled. See further the answer under section III B1 above. 

D. Other Formal Requirements: Court Fees 

1. Is it mandatory to pay Court Fees for this kind of application? 

Answer: If the foreign judgment is allowed to be enforced in Sweden it is 
possible to apply to the Swedish Enforcement Authority (Sw. 
kronofogdemyndigheten) (the “Enforcement Authority”) to enforce the 
judgment in accordance with the Debt Enforcement Code (see section IV D 
1). An application to the Enforcement Authority requires a fee to be paid. In 
general this fee amounts to SEK 300-600. 



 8 

E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce a 
court judgment? 

Answer: No 

IV. PROCEDURE 

A. Competent court 

1. Which Court or courts are competent to decide an enforcement 
application? 

Answer: The application for the enforcement of a foreign decision under 
the new Brussels I Regulation is to be examined by the Enforcement 
Authority. The application on declaration of enforcement with regard to the 
Brussels I Regulation, the Brussels Convention and the Lugano Convention 
2007 shall be submitted to the competent district court. 

B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign 
Court Judgment 

1. What information must be contained in the enforcement 
application of a foreign court judgment? 

Answer: It should contain the following information. 

• Information about the parties such as name, residence and 
registration number or date of birth. 

• An address or a representative/attorney in Sweden or within the EEA 
for service purposes. 

• If the applicant is represented by an attorney, information about the 
attorney such as name, address and telephone number. 

• The request of the applicant. 

• The circumstances, including information about the judgment and 
the applicable convention or regulation enabling enforcement, 
invoked as the basis of the request. 

C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application to 
enforce a foreign court judgment? 

Answer: 

The new Brussels I Regulation 

An application for a judgment to be enforced under the new Brussels  
Regulation, must contain:  
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A) a copy of the judgment which satisfies the conditions necessary to 
establish its authenticity; and 

B) a certificate from the court of origin issued in the form set out in appendix 
1 of the new Brussels I Regulation cerifying that the judgement is 
enforceable and containing an extract of the judgement as well as 
relevant information on the recoverable costs of the proceedings and the 
calculation of interst, 

C) in certain situations, a translation of transliteration may be necessary. 
and  

D) where the measure was ordered without the judgement debtor being 
summoned to appear, proof of service of the judgement. 

The certificate must be served on the judgement debtor prior to the first 
enforcement measure. The certificate shall be accompanied by the 
judgement, if not already served on that person. 

 
The Brussels I Regulation and the Lugano Convention 2007 

An application for the declaration of enforcement of a foreign judgment 
under the Brussels I Regulation and the Lugano Convention 2007 must be 
enclosed with the following (Article 53 of the regulations respectively). 

• A certified copy of the judgment. 

• A certificate according to Article 54 of the regulations respectively or 
an equivalent document. 

The Brussels Convention 

An application for the declaration of enforcement of a foreign judgment 
under the Brussels Convention must be enclosed with the following (Articles 
46 and 47 of the Brussels Convention). 

• A certified copy of the judgment. 

• If the judgment is a default judgment or a judgment pronounced 
against a defendant who has failed to appear, the original, or a 
certified copy, of the document showing that a writ of summons or an 
equivalent document has been served on the counterparty. 

• A document showing that the judgment is enforceable in the country 
in which it was pronounced, e.g. some form of legal validity 
certificate. 

• A document showing that the counterparty has been notified of the 
judgment. 
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• In the event the applicant was in receipt of legal aid in the country of 
origin, documents showing this. 

D. Phases of the Procedure 

1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer: The first step is to prepare all the necessary documents. The 
second step – at least as regards to enforcement under the new Brussels I 
Regulation – is to submit the application to the Swedish Enforcement  
Authority. After that procedure, the case can be appealed to the district 
court, the court of appeal, and finally the Supreme Court. Naturally, interim 
measures as security measures can constitute relevant phases if the parties 
choose to apply these measures.  

E. Opposition of the Defendant 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? 

Answer: Yes 

2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to 
oppose to the enforcement of the court judgment? If YES: what 
are those reasons? 

Answer: There are a limited number of reasons on which the defendant 
can oppose to the application for declaration on enforceability. 

In the case of an application for a declaration of enforcement of a foreign 
judgment the facts of the case are never examined. The court’s examination 
is made purely to determine whether the formal conditions for declaring a 
judgment to be enforceable in Sweden have been satisfied. Thus, the 
counterparty can oppose the application stating that a formal requirement 
for the application is not fulfilled. 

Furthermore, the counterparty can oppose the application on declaration of 
enforcement with regard to the other grounds for denial. 

According to the Debt Enforcement Code the defendant can also oppose 
an application of the enforcement as such executed by Enforcement 
Authority. 

As is the case with an application for a declaration of enforcement of a 
foreign judgment the facts of the case are never examined in the 
enforcement procedure. 
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However, the defendant may oppose the enforcement claiming that the 
formal requirements for enforcement are not met. 

Furthermore, the defendant may oppose the enforcement according to 
chapter 3, section 21 of the Debt Enforcement Code in the following 
situations. 

• If the defendant shows that he has satisfied an obligation to pay or 
other obligation to which the application concerning enforcement 
relates. 

• If the defendant as a set-off refers to a claim, which has been 
confirmed by an enforcement title that may be enforced or which is 
based on a promissory note or other written evidence of debt, and 
the general preconditions for set-off exist. 

• If the defendant claims that another circumstance involving the 
relationship of the parties constitutes an impediment to enforcement 
and if the objection cannot be ignored. An example is that the 
defendant claims that the time limit according to the Limitations Act 
is exceeded (see section III A 1 above). 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure 

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognize and 
enforce a foreign court decision? 

Answer: Yes. 

2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? 

Answer: Yes. 

Under the new Brussels I Regulation, no declaration of enforceability is 
required to enforce the foreign judgment in Sweden. 

Under Article 49 of the new Brussels Regulation, the decision on an 
application for refusal of enforcement may be appealed against by either 
party. Under Article 51, the court to which an application for refusal of 
enforcement is submitted or the court which hears an appeal lodged under 
Article 49 or Article 50 may stay the proceedings if an ordinary appeal has 
been lodged against the judgment in the Member State of origin or if the 
time for such an appeal has not yet expired. In the latter case, the court may 
specify the time within which such an appeal is to be lodged. 

Under Article 43 of the Brussels I Regulation, the decision on the application 
for a declaration of enforceability may be appealed against by either party. 
Under Article 46.1, the court with which an appeal is lodged under Articles 
43 or 44 may, on the application of the party against whom enforcement is 
sought, stay the proceedings if an ordinary appeal has been lodged against 
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the judgment in the Member State of origin or if the time for such an appeal 
has not yet expired; in the latter case, the court may specify the time within 
which such an appeal is to be lodged. 

G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses 

1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application? 

Answer: The general rules regarding costs in chapter 18 of the Swedish 
Code of Judicial Procedure (Sw. Rättegångsbalken) (the “Code on Judicial 
Procedure”) are under some circumstances indirectly applicable regarding 
the proceeding of declaring a foreign judgment enforceable in Sweden (see 
the Swedish Supreme Court judgment NJA 2001 s. 738). A prerequisite for 
this indirect applicability is that the counterparty has been given an 
opportunity to give its opinion in the case. 

The general rule in chapter 18 of the Code of Judicial Procedure is that the 
losing party pays its own as well as the counterparty’s litigation costs. 

V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT 

A. Means of Enforcement 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the court’s 
judgment? 

Answer: As a general rule all the debtor’s assets with economic value, that 
are not expressly exempted by the Debt Enforcement Code (see for 
example chapter 5 of the Debt Enforcement Code), may be subject to 
enforcement executed by the Enforcement authority. 

For example there are exceptions with regard to the needs of the debtor 
and with regard to the nature of some special property or special provisions. 

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction 

Answer: It should be mentioned that even though a foreign judgement is 
not enforceable in Sweden under a certain convention or regulation, such a 
foreign judgement may still have significant evidentiary value when the 
Swedish court is about to try the case. This is established in Swedish case 
law (see e.g. NJA 1973 s. 628). 



 

Sweden  
 
Submitted by  
Filip Funk 
Fredersen Advokatbyrå AB  
filip.funk@fredersen.se  
Tel:  +46(0)40 10 97 41  
www.fredersen.se 
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