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I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT DECISION 
(CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS) 

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court Judgment 

1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment in your country? 

Answer:  Yes. Pursuant to Article 1,103 of the Civil Procedure Code, a 
foreign court judgment issued by a non-EU Member State may be enforced 
on the Romanian territory upon the recognition and approval of enforcement 
issued by the relevant national court, if the specific conditions required 
under the same law are met. Special regulations are applicable in 
connection with judgments issued in the EU Member States, as mentioned 
in the sections below. 

B. Applicable Law: General Rules 

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer: The Civil Procedure Code provides the general legal framework 
for the recognition of foreign court judgments (i.e. Articles 1,095 to 1,102), 
as well as for the enforcement of said judgments (i.e. Articles 1,103 to 
1,110). 

C. Special Rules: European Union 

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:  Yes, there are bilateral international treaties concluded by 
Romania with other states, e.g.: the Treaty between Romania and the 
Popular Republic of China on legal assistance in civil and criminal matters 
in force as of 22 January 1993, the Treaty between Romania and the 
Republic of Moldova on legal assistance in civil and criminal matters dated 
11 November 1997, the Bilateral Convention between Romania and 
Macedonia on legal assistance in civil and criminal matters dated 12 
November 2003 etc.  

There are also multilateral international treaties, such as the Brussels 
Convention on jurisdiction and the enforcement of judgments in civil and 
commercial matters dated 27 September 1968, the 2007 Lugano 
Convention (which replaced the 1988 Lugano Convention and applies to 
judgments from Iceland, Norway and Switzerland), the 2005 Hague 
Convention on Choice of Court Agreements.  
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2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to enforce 
court judgments coming its member states? 

Answer:  Yes.  

a) Regulation (EU) No. 1215/2012 of 12 December 2012 on 
jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil 
and commercial matters (“Regulation No. 1215/2012”) 

The aforementioned regulation lays down rules governing the jurisdiction of 
courts, and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil and 
commercial matters, and applies to all the EU Member States.  

Regulation No. 1215/2012 supersedes previous Regulation No. 44/2001, 
which still applies to judgments given in legal proceedings instituted, to 
authentic instruments formally drawn up or registered, and to court 
settlements approved or concluded before 10 January 2015 which fall within 
the scope thereof (Article 66 of Regulation No. 1215/2012).   

As a general comment, Regulation No. 1215/2012 provides that an 
enforceable judgment given in a Member State shall be enforced in the 
other Member States under the same conditions as a judgment given in the 
Member State addressed, without any declaration of enforceability being 
required (Article 39 read in conjunction with Article 41(1) of Regulation No. 
1215/2012). 

However, even if a declaration of enforceability is not required, for the 
purposes of enforcement in a Member State of a judgment given in another 
Member State, the applicant shall provide the competent enforcement 
authority with:  

(a) a copy of the judgment which satisfies the conditions necessary to 
establish its authenticity; and  

(b) the certificate provided under Annex 1 of Regulation No. 1215/2012 
issued, at the request of any interested party, by the court of origin, 
certifying that the judgment is enforceable and containing an extract of the 
judgment as well as, where appropriate, relevant information on the 
recoverable costs of the proceedings and the calculation of interest (Article 
42(1) read in conjunction with Article 53 of the Regulation No. 1215/2012). 

Thus, the most notable innovation brought by Regulation No. 1215/2012 
consists in the removal of the exequatur procedure. 

However, with reference to matters falling under the scope of Regulation 
No. 1215/2012, Article 1 provides as follows: 
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“1. This Regulation shall apply in civil and commercial matters whatever the 
nature of the court or tribunal. It shall not extend, in particular, to revenue, 
customs or administrative matters or to the liability of the State for acts and 
omissions in the exercise of State authority (acta iure imperii).  

2. This Regulation shall not apply to:  

(a) the status or legal capacity of natural persons, rights in property arising 
out of a matrimonial relationship or out of a relationship deemed by the law 
applicable to such relationship to have comparable effects to marriage;  

(b) bankruptcy, proceedings relating to the winding-up of insolvent 
companies or other legal persons, judicial arrangements, compositions and 
analogous proceedings;  

(c) social security;  

(d) arbitration;  

(e) maintenance obligations arising from a family relationship, parentage, 
marriage or affinity;  

(f) wills and succession, including maintenance obligations arising by 
reason of death.”   

b) Regulation (EC) No. 805/2004 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 21 April 2004 creating a European Enforcement Order 
for uncontested claims (“Regulation No. 805/2004”)  

Regulation No. 805/2004 applies in civil and commercial matters, in all EU 
Member States, except for Denmark. The applicability of said regulation is 
limited to uncontested claims. 

The requirements for successfully filing an application to enforce in a EU 
Member State the judgment issued by another EU Member State in the 
procedure undergone according to Regulation No. 805/2004 mainly 
concerns the service of documents (i.e. the document instituting 
proceedings and, where applicable, the summons to a court hearing) and 
ensuring that the rights of the defence are respected. Only the document 
service methods listed in the Regulation are allowed if the judgment is to be 
certified as a European enforcement order. 

According to Article 20 of Regulation No. 805/2004, the enforcement of such 
foreign court judgment: 

“[…] shall be governed by the law of the Member State of enforcement. 
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A judgment certified as a European Enforcement Order shall be enforced 
under the same conditions as a judgment handed down in the Member 
State of enforcement. 

2. The creditor shall be required to provide the competent enforcement 
authorities of the Member State of enforcement with: 

(a) a copy of the judgment which satisfies the conditions necessary to 
establish its authenticity; and 

(b) a copy of the European Enforcement Order certificate which satisfies the 
conditions necessary to establish its authenticity; and 

(c) where necessary, a transcription of the European Enforcement Order 
certificate or a translation thereof into the official language of the Member 
State of enforcement or, if there are several official languages in that 
Member State, the official language or one of the official languages of court 
proceedings of the place where enforcement is sought, in conformity with 
the law of that Member State, or into another language that the Member 
State of enforcement has indicated it can accept. Each Member State may 
indicate the official language or languages of the institutions of the 
European Community other than its own which it can accept for the 
completion of the certificate. The translation shall be certified by a person 
qualified to do so in one of the Member States. 

3. No security, bond or deposit, however described, shall be required of a 
party who in one Member State applies for enforcement of a judgment 
certified as a European Enforcement Order in another Member State on the 
ground that he is a foreign national or that he is not domiciled or resident in 
the Member State of enforcement”. 

c) other procedures available in specific circumstances, such as:   

(i) The European Small Claims Procedure (Regulation (EC) 861/2007), 
which sets out a simplified procedure for civil or commercial cross-border 
claims with a value of up to €5,000 (previously €2,000).  

(ii) The European Order for Payment Procedure regulated by the 
(Regulations (EC) 1896/2006 and 936/2012), which can be used for cross-
border uncontested money claims.    
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D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure 

1. What is the average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer:  The enforcement procedure of a foreign judgment may take up 1 
to approximately 2 years, if the judgment is issued in a country which is not 
an EU Member. 

If the judgment is issued by an EU Member State, it shall be enforced in the 
other Member States without any declaration of enforceability being 
required. However, the interested party may submit a refusal of 
enforcement or a challenge to enforcement, so that entire proceedings may 
take up to 2 years.   

II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT 
JUDGMENT: REASONS 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment? If YES: what kind of reasons may justify 
denial? 

Answer: Yes. 

(i) Court judgments issued by a non-EU country: 

As a general rule, according to Article 1,096 of the Civil Procedure Code, 
judgments issued by a non-EU country may be recognized only if the 
following requirements are cumulatively met: 

a) the judgment is final according to the law of the State in which 
it was issued; 

b) the court which issued the judgment under discussion had 
jurisdiction to rule on the case;   

c) there is a bilateral convention or treaty assuring the reciprocity 
with regard to the effects of the foreign judgment between 
Romania and the state where the judgment to be recognized 
was issued; 

d) in the case of a judgment being issued in the absence of the 
party who lost the case, it should be upheld that such party 
was duly served both the summons and the statement of claim 
so that there was a reasonable timeframe in view of preparing 
the defence. 

Therefore, per a contrario, the judgments that do not meet the 
requirements listed above shall not be recognized in Romania. 
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Moreover, according to Article 1,097 of the Civil Procedure Code, the 
recognition of a foreign court judgment will be denied in any of the following 
cases: 

a) the judgment is manifestly contrary to public policy under 
Romanian private international law;  

b) the judgment passed in matters in which persons do not freely 
dispose of their rights was obtained solely with a view to avoiding 
enforcement of the applicable law according to Romanian private 
international law; 

c) the trial was settled between same parties by a judgment, even if 
not final, of Romanian courts or is pending before said courts upon 
submission of the claim to the foreign court; 

d) is irreconcilable with a judgment passed abroad at an earlier date 
and likely to be recognized in Romania; 

e) Romanian courts had exclusive jurisdiction over the settlement of 
the case; 

f) the right to defence was breached; 

g) the judgment may be subject to means of appeal in the State in 
which it was passed. 

However, recognition may not be refused for the sole reason that the court 
passing the foreign judgment applied a law different from what Romanian 
private international law would have applied, unless the trial concerns the 
civil status and capacity of a Romanian citizen, and the adopted solution is 
different from the judgment that Romanian law would have reached. 

The provisions above are also applicable accordingly to the application for 
a declaration of enforceability, so, whenever one of the cumulative 
requirements imposed by Article 1,096 is not met or a case provided under 
Article 1,097 occurs, the application for enforcement shall be dismissed. 

(ii) Court judgments issued by a EU country: 

According to Article 45 of Regulation 1215/2012, the recognition of a 
judgment shall be refused: 

(a) if such recognition is manifestly contrary to public policy (ordre public) in 
the Member State addressed; 

(b) where the judgment was given in default of appearance, if the defendant 
was not served with the document which instituted the proceedings or with 
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an equivalent document in sufficient time and in such a way as to enable 
him to arrange for his defence, unless the defendant failed to commence 
proceedings to challenge the judgment when it was possible for him to do 
so; 

(c) if the judgment is irreconcilable with a judgment given between the same 
parties in the Member State addressed; 

(d) if the judgment is irreconcilable with an earlier judgment given in another 
Member State or in a third State involving the same cause of action and 
between the same parties, provided that the earlier judgment fulfils the 
conditions necessary for its recognition in the Member State addressed; 

(e) if the judgment conflicts with the provisions of Regulation No. 1215/2012, 
which states an exclusive jurisdiction in matters related to insurance, 
consumer contracts, individual contracts of employment and other matters. 

On the application of the person against whom enforcement is sought, the 
enforcement of a judgment shall be refused where one of the grounds 
mentioned above is found to exist (Article 46 of Regulation 1215/2012). 

(iii) The enforcement of a European Enforcement Order for uncontested 
claims shall be denied, according to Article 21 of Regulation No. 
805/2004 if: 

“[…] the judgment certified as a European Enforcement Order is 
irreconcilable with an earlier judgment given in any Member State or in a 
third country, provided that: 

(a) the earlier judgment involved the same cause of action and was between 
the same parties; and 

(b) the earlier judgment was given in the Member State of enforcement or 
fulfils the conditions necessary for its recognition in the Member State of 
enforcement; and 

(c) the irreconcilability was not and could not have been raised as an 
objection in the court proceedings in the Member State of origin. 

2. Under no circumstances may the judgment or its certification as a 
European Enforcement Order be reviewed as to their substance in the 
Member State of enforcement”. 

All the details described above, regarded to the European Enforcement 
Order for uncontested claims, are applicable mutatis mutandis in case of 
The European Small Claims Procedure (Regulation (EC) 861/2007) and 
The European Order for Payment Procedure (Regulations (EC) 1896/2006 
and 936/2012). 



   

8 
 

B. Costs and expenses 

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in this 
enforcement procedure? 

Answer: The plaintiff may expect the following costs and expenses: judicial 
stamp duties (fixed, reasonable amounts), legal counsel fees (which are 
usually determined in consideration of the claim, in case it may be 
evaluated), and bailiff fees, expenses incurred for the issuance of the 
certificates concerning the judgment to be recognized and enforced, and 
the price of the translations into Romanian of the relevant documents. 

III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Time limit 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer: Yes.  

(i) Court judgments issued by a non-EU country: 

Pursuant to Article 1,088 of the Civil Procedure Code: 

“In the international civil law trial, the court applied the Romanian procedural 
law, subject to express provisions to the contrary.” 

(ii) Court judgments issued by an EU country: 

According to Article 41(1) of Regulation No. 1215/2012: 

“Subject to the provisions of this Section, the procedure for the enforcement 
of judgments given in another Member State shall be governed by the law 
of the Member State addressed.” 

Therefore, irrespective of the state in which the judgment of which 
enforcement is sought was passed, the procedure of enforcement initiated 
in Romania shall be governed by the Romanian law. 

Thus, national legal provisions (i.e. Article 706-711 of the Civil Procedure 
Code) apply to foreign court judgments with regard to a creditor’s right to 
apply for the enforcement thereof. Pursuant to the relevant legal provisions, 
as mentioned above, the general term for enforcing a foreign court judgment 
is three years. If the court judgment was issued on a matter in connection 
with a real estate action, then the period of prescription is 10 years. The 
period of prescription starts to run from the time when the foreign court 
judgment becomes enforceable under the law. 
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B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment: Provisional Enforcement 

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive court 
judgment? If NO: Are there any special requirements to 
provisionally enforce a court judgment which is not final and 
definitive? 

Answer:   

(i) Court judgments issued by a non-EU country:  

Judgments issued in a non-EU country may be declared enforceable only if 
they are definitive and enforceable under the law of the country where such 
judgments were issued. In addition, pursuant to Article 1,103(2) of the Civil 
Procedure Code, foreign court judgments issued with only provisional 
enforceability cannot be declared enforceable on the Romanian territory. 

(ii) Court judgments issued by an EU country: 

Judgments issued in an EU Member State and enforceable in that state 
shall be enforced in another Member State without any declaration of 
enforceability being required. Therefore, the judgment issued in another EU 
Member State is not required to be definitive, it is sufficient that the 
judgment is enforceable for it to be enforced. 

In addition, according to Article 42(2) read in conjunction with Article 2 of 
Regulation 1215/2012, a judgment given in a Member State ordering a 
provisional, including a protective, measure shall be enforced in another 
Member State if ordered by a court or tribunal which by virtue of this 
Regulation has jurisdiction as to the substance of the matter. However, it 
does not include a provisional, including protective, measure which is 
ordered by such a court or tribunal without the defendant being summoned 
to appear, unless the judgment containing the measure is served on the 
defendant prior to enforcement. 

C. Necessary Requirements 

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court Judgment 
fulfill in order to be recognized and enforced? 

Answer:   

(i) According to Article 1,096 of the Civil Procedure Code, judgments 
issued by a non-EU country may be recognized only if the following 
requirements are cumulatively met: 

a) the judgment is final according to the law of the State in which 
it was issued; 
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b) the court which issued the judgment under discussion had 
jurisdiction to rule on the case;   

c) there is a bilateral convention or treaty assuring the reciprocity 
with regard to the effects of the foreign judgment between 
Romania and the state where the judgment to be recognized 
was issued; 

d) in the case of a judgment being issued in the absence of the 
party who lost the case, it should be upheld that such party 
was duly served both the summons and the statement of claim 
so that there was a reasonable timeframe in view of preparing 
the defence. 

Besides the aforementioned requirements, in order for a foreign court 
judgment to be declared enforceable, such should also meet the following 
additional conditions: 

a) the judgment is enforceable under the law of the state where 
it was issued (Article 1,104 of the Civil Procedure Code); 
judgments whereby precautionary measures were taken or 
the provisional enforcement of such was ordered, are not 
subject to being declared enforceable by a Romanian court, 
although they are enforceable under the law of the state 
where they were issued (Article 1103(2) of the Civil Procedure 
Code); 

b) the right to request the enforcement of the judgment is not 
time barred under the Romanian law (Article 706-711 of the 
Civil Procedure Code). 

(ii) Judgments issued by another EU Member State shall be recognized 
and declared enforced in Romania without any special procedure 
and, as applicable, without any declaration of enforceability being 
required, according to Article 36 and Article 39 of Regulation 
No. 1215/2012. 

 However, for the enforcement in Romania of judgments issued in 
another Member State whereby a provisional, including a protective, 
measure is ordered, besides the enforceable nature, such judgment 
should have been issued by a court with jurisdiction to rule on the 
merits of the case (According to Article 42(2) read in conjunction with 
Article 2 of Regulation No. 1215/2012). 

In other words, if the provisional, including a protective, measure was 
ordered by a court in a Member State that did not however have 
jurisdiction to rule on the merits of the case, then such judgment may 
not be enforced in another Member State. 
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D. Other Formal Requirements: Court Fees 

1. Is it mandatory to pay Court Fees for this kind of application? 

Answer: Yes. 

E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce a 
court judgment? 

Answer: No, there are not. 

IV. PROCEDURE 

A. Competent court 

1. Which Court or courts are competent to decide an enforcement 
application? 

Answer:   

(i) In the case of declaring enforceable a foreign judgment issued by a 
non-EU country, the application in connection therewith should be 
filed with the tribunal in the jurisdiction of which the enforcement shall 
be carried out, pursuant to Article 1,103 of the Civil Procedure Code. 

(ii) For judgments issued by another EU Member State, pursuant to 
Article 39 et seq. of Regulation No. 1215/2012, the application shall 
be filed directly with the bailiff’s office, without it being necessary to 
previously institute proceedings before the court. 

B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign 
Court Judgment 

1. What information must be contained in the enforcement 
application of a foreign court judgment? 

Answer:   

(i) Judgments issued in a non-EU country: 

The application for the recognition and enforcement of a foreign judgment 
should comprise all the elements required for a classic statement of claim, 
according to Article 194 and Article 148 of the Civil Procedure Code but 
adapted to the specific nature of the matter concerned. In general, such 
application should indicate the following: elements for identifying the 
parties, identification of the judgment which the plaintiff seeks to enforce, 
elements proving that all the legal requirements for the enforcement of the 
judgment are complied with and the plaintiff’s signature. 
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(ii) Judgments issued in an EU Member State: 

Pursuant to Article 41(1) of Regulation No. 1215/2012, the procedure for 
making the application shall be governed by the law of the EU Member 
State in which approval of enforcement is sought. Therefore, the application 
filed in connection with enforcing a judgment issued in another EU Member 
State should, according to Article 664 of the Civil Procedure Code, file an 
application with the competent bailiff’s office. 

In addition to the provisions of Article 148 of the Civil Procedure Code, the 
application for enforcement shall comprise: 

   a) last and first name, and domicile or, as applicable, name and office of 
the creditor and debtor; 

   b) asset or, as applicable, type of consideration being owed; 

   c) methods of enforcement requested by the creditor. 

C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application to 
enforce a foreign court judgment? 

Answer:   

(i) Judgments issued in a non-EU country: 

The application for the recognition and enforcement of a foreign judgment issued 
outside the EU should be supported by the following documents, as stated under 
Article 1,105 read in conjunction with Article 1,100 of the Civil Procedure Code: 

a) a copy of the foreign judgment; 

b) the proof that the judgment is definitive and enforceable under the 
law of the relevant country; 

c) the proof that the summons and the statement of claim were served 
to the party who failed to appear before the foreign court and lost the 
case or any other proof showing that said party acknowledged the 
summons and the statement of claim and had a reasonable 
timeframe for preparing the statement of defence; 

d) any other additional document which may lead to the conclusion that 
the foreign judgment complies with all the requirements of 
Article 1,096 of the Civil Procedure Code (please see section 
III.C.(i) above); 

e) authenticated translations into Romanian of all aforementioned 
documents, which should also be super legalized according to a 
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procedure referred to in Article 1,093 of the Civil Procedure Code, 
except for the cases where (i) super legalization is not required 
pursuant to a bilateral treaty or international agreement (ii) super 
legalization is not required if the parties agree to submit certified true 
copies. 

(ii) Judgments issued in a EU Member State: 

The application whereby recognition and approval of enforcement of a judgment 
issued by another EU Member State is sought should be accompanied by the 
following documents, as mentioned in Articles 42 et seq. of Regulation No. 
1215/2012: 

a) a copy of the judgment which satisfies the conditions necessary to 
establish its authenticity; 

b)  the certificate issued, upon the request of the interested party, by the 
same court that issued the judgment sought to be enforced, certifying 
that the judgment is enforceable and containing an extract of the 
judgment as well as, where appropriate, relevant information on the 
recoverable costs of the proceedings and the calculation of interest; 

c) upon the request of the competent enforcement authority, the plaintiff 
should provide, where necessary, the authenticated translation into 
Romanian of the aforementioned certificate. However, the 
competent enforcement authority may require the applicant to 
provide a translation of the judgment only if it is unable to proceed 
without such translation; 

d) proof of payment of stamp duties, pursuant to Article 664 of the Civil 
Procedure Code. 

D. Phases of the Procedure 

1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer: 

(i) Judgments issued in a non-EU country: 

1. Filing the application for recognition and approval of 
enforcement of the judgment (i.e. plaintiff may seek and be 
granted both the recognition and enforcement by the same 
court ruling); 

2. Issuance of the judgment to admit the application; 
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3. Appeal against the judgment to grant recognition and 
declaration of enforceability of the foreign judgment; 

4. Final appeal; 

5. Filing an application with the bailiff in order to initiate the 
enforcement proceedings, last stage of legal proceedings. 

(ii) Judgments issued in an EU Member State: 

1. Filing an application directly with the bailiff in order to initiate 
the enforcement proceedings. 

E. Opposition of the Defendant 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? 

Answer: Yes, but this opposition may only be made by means of raising 
counter arguments in relation with the admissibility of the recognition and 
enforcement of the foreign court judgment. Defendant is not entitled to raise 
any arguments pertaining to the merits of the case which he could only 
invoke before the foreign court. 

2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to 
oppose the enforcement of the court judgment? If YES: what are 
those reasons? 

Answer: Yes. Please, see the answer to section II A above. 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure 

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognize and 
enforce a foreign court decision? 

Answer:  

(i) Judgments issued in a non-EU country: 

In case of judgments issued in connection with the recognition and 
enforcement of a foreign judgment issued by a non-EU country, the 
interested party may file an appeal (Articles 1099 and 1106 read in 
conjunction with Article 466(1) of the Civil Procedure Code). A final 
appeal may be filed against the court decision issued by the appeal 
court (Articles 1,099 and 1,106 read in conjunction with Article 483(2) 
of the Civil Procedure Code). 

(ii) Judgments issued in an EU Member State: 



   

15 
 

 According to the provisions of Regulation No. 1215/2012, judgments 
issued in an EU Member State and enforceable in that state shall be 
enforced in another Member State without any declaration of 
enforceability being required. Therefore, where there is no 
procedural framework, we obviously cannot deal with any means of 
appeal. 

However, if the debtor submits an application for refusal of 
enforcement, in case that one of the grounds referred to in Article 45 
is found to exist, such application shall be settled, as a general rule, 
by the tribunal in the jurisdiction of which it is domiciled or, as 
applicable, headquartered that which refused to recognize the 
foreign judgment. The interested party may file an appeal against the 
judgment issued by the tribunal. A final appeal may be filed against 
the court decision issued by the appeal court. The High Court of 
Cassation and Justice shall have jurisdiction to rule on the final 
appeal (Articles 47(1), 49(2), 50 of Regulation No. 1215/2012 read 
in conjunction with Article 75 of Regulation No. 1215/2012).  

Also, in both cases, the interested party may challenge the 
enforcement deeds.  

2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? 

Answer:  

(i) Judgments issued in a non-EU country: 

The judgments given by national courts in connection with 
applications for the recognition and enforcement of foreign 
judgments issued in non-EU countries may only be enforced after 
the appeal stage was finalized and said judgments became 
enforceable, according to Article 632 read in conjunction with Articles 
633 and 634 of the Civil Procedure Code. Thus, filing an appeal does 
not affect plaintiff’s right to enforce the judgment as the plaintiff does 
not have such right yet. On the other hand, filing a final appeal 
against the decision issued by the appeal court does not suspend 
the enforcement of the judgment issued in this procedure by the first 
instance court. The interested party may seek suspension of the 
effects of the decision given by the appeal court. 

(ii) Judgments issued in an EU Member State: 

In case of judgments issued by a EU Member State, “[…] in the event 
of an application for refusal of enforcement of a judgment, the court 
in the Member State addressed may, on the application of the person 
against whom enforcement is sought: 
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(a) limit the enforcement proceedings to protective measures; 

(b) make enforcement conditional on the provision of such security 
as it shall determine; or 

(c) suspend, either wholly or in part, the enforcement proceedings. 

2. The competent authority in the Member State addressed shall, on 
the application of the person against whom enforcement is sought, 
suspend the enforcement proceedings where the enforceability of 
the judgment is suspended in the Member State of origin.” 

G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses 

1. Are there any rules concerning the recovery of the judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application? 

Answer:  

In case of the judgments issued by a non-EU country, all judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application should be granted, upon 
request, by the courts which ruled as first instance court, appeal court and 
final appeal court, as the case may be. The interested party may recover all 
these costs during the enforcement proceedings to be initiated afterwards. 

Furthermore, both for judgments issued in a Member State and judgments 
issued by a non-EU country, the creditor may be able to recover all the 
enforcement-related expenses paid in the enforcement proceedings.  

V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT 

A. Means of Enforcement 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the court’s  
judgment? 

Answer: The subject matter of enforcement proceedings is provided at 
Article 629 of the Civil Procedure Code, according to which the debtor’s 
revenues as well as other movable assets and also debtor’s immovable 
assets may be subject to enforcement, if they may be enforced under the 
law and only up to the satisfaction of the creditor’s right. 

The following movable assets may not be subject to enforcement: 

- Public property assets which are, under the law, inalienable (Article 
136 (4) of the Romanian Constitution); 
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- Personal or household assets which are strictly necessary to the 
debtor and his family (Article 727 of the Civil Procedure Code); 

- Objects which are absolutely necessary to the handicapped persons 
and those necessary for caring for the ill persons (Article 727 of the 
Civil Procedure Code);    

- The food which the debtor and his family need for three months, and 
if the debtor deals exclusively with farming, the food necessary until 
the new crop, becomes available, the livestock that is necessary to 
obtain the means of subsistence and the animal feed necessary for 
said livestock for the period up until the new crop becomes available 
(Article 727 of the Civil Procedure Code); 

- Fuel which is necessary to the debtor and his family for three winter 
months (Article 727 of the Civil Procedure Code); 

- Personal or family letters, photographs and paintings and the like 
(Article 727 of the Civil Procedure Code);   

- Assets declared unenforceable by other legal provisions (Article 727 
of the Civil Procedure Code). 

The following assets may be enforced only subject to certain conditions 
(Article 728 of the Civil Procedure Code): 

- Assets serving to the exercise of the debtor’s profession, if the debtor 
does not have any other assets and only for debts resulting from 
pensions, rents, fines or other privileged receivables on movable 
assets. 

Wages, pensions and other periodic payments may be enforced, according 
to Article 729 of the Civil Procedure Code, subject to the following 
limitations: 

- Up to ½ of the net monthly income for the amounts owed as 
obligation of support or child benefit; 

- Up to 1/3 of the net monthly income, for any other debts; 

- Income from work or other periodic revenues of the debtor, which 
secure his living, if they are below the national net minimum wage, 
may be enforced only on the party which exceeds half of this 
quantum. 

The identification of the debtor’s enforceable assets is one of the court 
bailiff’s duties. The court bailiff has the necessary means to obtain from the 
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relevant authorities the information needed to identify the banks where the 
debtor has accounts and its significant assets. 

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction 

Answer: Not applicable. 

 

 

Romania 
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