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I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT DECISION 
(CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS) 

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court Judgment 

1.  Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment in your country? 

Answer: Yes. The recognition and enforcement of a foreign court 
decision in Panama is called Exequatur, and refers to the authorization 
given by the judicial authority of a country to execute, within its jurisdiction, 
a judgment given in a foreign country. 

B. Applicable Law: General Rules 

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:  The Panamanian Government´s attitude towards Exequatur 
has been positive and liberal, especially since the Fourth Chamber of the 
Supreme Court of Panama enhanced its subject matter jurisdiction over the 
recognition of foreign judgments in 1990. 

 For Exequaturs in Panama apply the general principles of reciprocity and 
fundamental principles of the International juridical community to justify the 
recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments. Therefore, as long as the 
country in which the judgment  was rendered recognizes Panamanian court 
judgments and the minimum requirements for its recognition are met, the 
Fourth Chamber of the Supreme Court of Panama will recognize and 
enforce such foreign court decisions. 

 In addition to the general rules that apply to Exequatur according to 
Panamanian law, the Republic of Panama may reach agreements with other 
countries through bilateral or multilateral treaties or conventions, and set 
requirements for the recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments. 

 The Exequatur is regulated by Panama´s Judicial Code through articles 
1419 to 1421. 

 The Republic of Panama also recognizes the execution of international 
arbitration awards. Its legal basis is contained in Law 131 of December 31st 
2013. 
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C. Special Rules: PANAMA 

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer: The Judicial Code states that foreign judgments will be 
recognized and enforced according to the rules of the treaties and 
conventions that apply, the judgment will be enforced unless it can be 
proved that the country where the judgment was rendered does not 
recognize judgments rendered by Panamanian courts. This rule follows the 
general principles of reciprocity and comity among nations. 

 Without prejudice to requirements established in a specific treaty, no foreign 
judgment will be recognized and executed in Panama unless the following 
rules or requirements are met: 

The judgment was rendered as a consequence of a personal cause of 
action, except for what the law provides regarding succession proceedings 
initiated in foreign countries; 

The defendant or legal representative has been notified through personal 
service process within the jurisdiction of the court where the cause of action 
was filed originally, unless the defendant, after a default judgment, 
requested the execution of the judgment; 

The obligation or cause of action is not contrary to the laws and public policy 
of the Republic of Panama, and 

The copy of the judgment complies with all the requirement to be deemed 
authentic. 

Foreign arbitration awards shall be enforced in the Republic of Panama in 
conformity with the treaties and conventions ratified by Panama. If no treaty 
or convention applies to the specific arbitration award, the Exequatur 
provisions in Law 131 of 2013 shall apply. 

An arbitration award rendered in Panama shall be considered a foreign 
arbitration award as long as the arbitration is considered an international 
commercial arbitration and the parties renounced to the annulment 
recourse. The term international commercial arbitration is defined and 
explained in Article 2 of Law 131 and basically it involves a situation in which 
the parties have their offices or establishments in different countries, 
involves matters related from more than one country, the controversy 
originated outside of those countries, or the object of the arbitrage involves 
international commerce or relationships. 

2.    Does the European Union have a special procedure to enforce 
court judgments coming from its member states? 
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Answer:  N/A 

D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure 

1. What is the average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer: It is not easy to estimate the length of a foreign judgment process 
in Panama since it depends on a case-by-case basis. However, in our 
experience we can conclude they can take approximately one to two years 
depending on the complexity of the process. 

  For the recognition of arbitration awards, between 12 and 18 months. 

 

II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT 
JUDGMENT: REASONS 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment? If YES: what kind of reasons may justify 
denial? 

Answer: Yes. The Fourth Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice may 
deny the recognition and enforcement of a foreign court judgment if the 
request does not comply with the requirements set forth on article 1419 of 
the Judicial Code, for example: 

That the judgment is NOT rendered as a consequence of a personal cause 
of action, except for what the law provides regarding succession 
proceedings initiated in foreign countries; 

That the defendant or legal representative has NOT been notified through 
personal service process within the jurisdiction of the court where the cause 
of action was filed originally, unless the defendant, after a default judgment, 
requested the execution of the judgment; 

If the obligation or cause of action is contrary to the laws and public policy 
of the Republic of Panama, and 

If the copy of the judgment does not comply with all the requirements to be 
deemed authentic. 

As for international arbitration awards, its recognition and execution can be 
denied if any of the following circumstances occur (Article 72 of Law 131): 

- If one of the parties is affected by an incapacity, or that the 
arbitration agreement is illegal or not valid according to the laws 
that apply to it; 
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- The party against whom the execution of the arbitration award is 
requested was not dully notified about the designation of an 
arbitrator or the arbitration process itself, or has not been able to 
exercise the right to defend itself; 

- The arbitration award includes matters that relate to a controversy 
outside of the scope of the arbitration agreement or the arbitration 
clause. However, if the same arbitration award contains other 
matters that are within the scope of the arbitration agreement they 
can be separated from the ones that are outside the scope of the 
agreement, those may be recognized and enforced; 

- The constitution of the arbitration panel of the arbitration procedure 
was not in accordance to the arbitration agreement or the 
applicable arbitration laws; 

- The arbitration award is not enforceable yet, or has been annulled 
or suspended by a court of the country where the award was 
rendered  

- The object of the controversy cannot be submitted to arbitration in 
accordance to Panamanian Law, and; 

- The recognition or execution of the award would be against 
Panamanian international public policy. 

B. Costs and expenses 

1.   What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in this 
enforcement procedure? 

 Answer: For a foreign judgment enforcement the minimum fees that a 
client should expect to pay for a lawyer are US$ 1,000.00 according to 
the Ethic Code´s tariff. The amount will vary depending on the 
complexity of the process and agreement between client and lawyer. 

For the recognition of international arbitration awards, the following 
expenses must be taken into consideration: (i) an authenticated copy of 
the arbitration award in case the original is not submitted; (ii) if the 
documents are not in Spanish they must be translated; (iii) granting of 
the power of attorney in favor of the lawyer representing the client and 
the corresponding documents that demonstrate the legal personality of 
the defendant (in case is a corporation) and; (iv) legal fees payable to 
the lawyer that may vary depending on the complexity of the case. 
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III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Time limit 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer: The statutes of limitation for a foreign judgment enforcement 
process are contained in Article 1709 of Panama´s Civil Code. The time limit 
begins once the foreign judgment is “in force”. Generally for personal actions 
that do not have a set expiration deadline prescribe in 7 years. 

For arbitration awards, a time limit for the enforcement application does not 
apply. 

B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment: Provisional Enforcement 

1.  Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive court 
judgment?  If NO: Are there any special requirements to 
provisionally enforce a court judgment which is not final and 
definitive? 

Answer: Yes. 

C. Necessary Requirements 

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court judgment 
fulfill to be recognised and enforced? 

Answer: The requirements set forth in Article 1419 and 1420 of the Judicial 
Code: 

Without prejudice to requirements established in a specific treaty, no foreign 
judgment will be recognized and executed in Panama unless the following 
rules or requirements are met: 

The judgment was rendered as a consequence of a personal cause of 
action, except for what the law provides regarding succession proceedings 
initiated in foreign countries; 

The defendant or legal representative has been notified through personal 
service process within the jurisdiction of the court where the cause of action 
was filed originally, unless the defendant, after a default judgment, 
requested the execution of the judgment; 

 
The obligation or cause of action is not contrary to the laws and public policy 
of the Republic of Panama, and 
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The copy of the judgment complies with all the requirement to be deemed 
authentic. 
 

The formal request for a foreign judgment enforcement court decision must 
be submitted to the Supreme Court of Justice, unless by rule of an existing 
treaty, the process should be addressed to any different and specific Court. 

For international arbitration awards, an arbitration issued in any other 
country will be recognized in Panama as binding, if a formal petition to the 
Fourth Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice of the Republic of Panama 
is submitted. 

Its recognition and execution shall be granted in the Republic of Panama in 
conformity with the following instruments: 

The Recognition and Execution of Foreign Arbitration Awards Convention 
of New York 1958. 

The Interamerican Convention of International Commercial Arbitrage, 
approved by the Republic of Panama in 1975, and; 

Any other treaty involving the recognition and execution of foreign arbitration 
awards that the Republic of Panama had previously ratified. 

D. Other Formal Requirements: Court Fees 

1.  Is it mandatory to pay court fees for this kind of application? 

Answer: No, only lawyer´s fees and expenses for both Exequaturs and 
enforcement of arbitration awards. 

E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce a 
court judgment? 

Answer: Another requirement aside from the abovementioned is that if the 
arbitration award or foreign court judgement have been executed in a 
language other than Spanish, it must be translated into Spanish. 

For arbitration awards, the pleading party requesting the enforcement of the 
award must address it to the Fourth Chamber of the Supreme Court of 
Justice accompanied by an authenticated original or certified copy of the 
arbitration award and the arbitration agreement, both duly translated into 
Spanish. 
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IV. PROCEDURE 

A. Competent court 

1.  Which court or courts are competent to decide an enforcement 
application? 

Answer: The Supreme Court of Justice of the Republic of Panama, 
specifically the Fourth Chamber. 

 
B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign 

Court Judgment 

1. What information must be contained in the enforcement 
application of a foreign court judgment?  

Answer: The application must contain all the general requirements of a 
regular judicial claim in the Republic of Panama, along with the legalization 
formalities detailed in Article 1419 previously detailed. 

 
C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application to 

enforce a foreign court judgment? 

Answer: The foreign court judgment enforcement application must contain: 

- A power of attorney in favor of the lawyer that applies for the 
enforcement 

- Proof of registration or existence if it is a corporation submitting the 
claim or as defendant. 

- Authenticated copy of the foreign court judgment. This document 
must have a certification from the Ministry of Foreign Relations 
recognizing the validity of such authentication. After authentication, 
the document will be deemed to be in accordance with the laws of 
the place where it comes from, unless any interested party proves 
otherwise.  

 
As for arbitration awards: 

- A power of attorney; 
- Official documents that demonstrate the legal capacity and existence 

in case the parties are corporations; 
- The rest of the documents depend on the specific arbitration center’s 

regulations. For example, it is mandatory in some centers to submit 
along with the enforcement request, all evidences that support the 
claim. 
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D. Phases of the Procedure 

1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer: Once the application is submitted to the Fourth Chamber of the 
Supreme Court of Justice, the Court will notify (a) the party that must comply 
with the foreign court judgment and (b) The Attorney General of the country, 
for a period of 5 days each to seek an agreement between the parties. 

If the parties do not agree and there are issues that must be proved, the 
Court will give the party with the burden of the proof 5 days to present 
evidence and 15 days to present the arguments. However, the Court may 
grant a longer period when the evidence has to be gathered in another 
country.  

 
After this period, the Court will listen to each of the parties arguments within 
3 days, and decide whether it will recognize and enforce the foreign 
judgment. If the Court declares that the judgment must be enforced, it will 
ask the proper Panamanian court to enforce and execute it. 

 
E. Opposition of the Defendant 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? 

Answer: The Court will notify the party that has the burden of the proof 
(party against who  the foreign judgement was rendered or ”defendant”), 
and it will have 5 days to present the evidence opposing the foreign court 
judgment and 15 days for arguments that its enforcement cannot be 
executed in Panama. 

 
2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to 

oppose to the enforcement of the court judgment? If YES: what 
are those reasons? 

Answer: The defendant will have 5 days to file any type of reasons, proof 
and evidence that the foreign court´s decision should not be enforced in 
Panama. 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure 

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognise and 
enforce a foreign court decision? 

Answer: No. The Supreme Court of Justice´s judgments are not 
appealable. 
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2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? 

Answer: See previous answer. 

G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses 

1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application? 

  Answer: If the foreign court enforcement claim is accepted, the Court will 
determine the viability and possibility to recover judicial costs.  

 

V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT 

A. Means of Enforcement 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the court's 
judgment? 

Answer: If the foreign court´s judgement is executed, then all type of assets 
of the debtor (present and futures) are possible to be seized, in accordance 
to Article 1653 of the Civil Code of the Republic of Panama. 

 

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction 

Answer:  N/A.  
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Submitted by 

 
Contact 1 Contact 2 (optional) Contact 3 (optional) 

Contact Name: Alexis Herrera Jr. Mariano Oteiza D.  

Firm Name: Icaza, González-Ruiz & 
Alemán 

Icaza, González-Ruiz & 
Alemán 

 

Email: alexishjr@icazalaw.com marianojr@icazalaw.com  

Phone #: (507) 205-6000 (507) 205-6000  

Website: www.icazalaw.com www.icazalaw.com  
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