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I. APPLYING FOR INTERIM AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES 

1. Is it possible to apply for an interim measure in order to ensure the effective 
enforcement of a court decision? 

Answer:    Yes. 

 

2. Is it mandatory to pay court fees for this type of application? 

Answer: Yes. Such an application is to be filed in an already pending suit and a 
negligible amount of court fee is payable on the application. 

 

3. What is the ordinary/average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer:   6 months 

 

 

II. TYPES OF INTERIM AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES 

 
1. For which types of interim measures are the parties allowed to apply? (e.g., 

injunction, freezing orders, caveat, restraining order, etc) 

Answer:   Injunction and restraining orders (attachment before judgment). 

 

 

III. PROCEDURE 

1. Competent Court 

a) Which court has jurisdiction to grant these interim and precautionary 
measures? 

Answer:    The trial court, i.e. the civil court or if in Karachi, the High Court (where the subject 
matter is valued above Rs. 15 million).  

  

2. When can the application for interim and precautionary measures be 
submitted? 

Is it possible to apply for it at the time the underlying lawsuit is filed? If YES: 
Are there any special requirements when so doing? 
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Answer:   Yes. There are no special requirements. 

 

3. Is it possible to apply for interim precautionary measures before filing the 
underlying lawsuit? If YES: Are there any special requirements when so 
doing? (e.g., deadline to submit the lawsuit) 

Answer:   No. 

 

4. Is it possible to apply for interim precautionary measures after filing the main 
claim? If YES: Are there any special requirements when so doing?  

Answer:    Yes. No special requirements are laid down. 
 

5. Criteria used by the court for granting these measures 

What requirements must be fulfilled in order to apply for an interim measure? 
(e.g. periculum in mora, fumus boni iuris, security, etc) 

Answer:    The court must be satisfied that there is a prima facie valid case and the defendant 
intends to delay or to avoid process of the Court or to obstruct or delay the 
execution of any decree that may be passed against him, or is about to leave 
Pakistan, or has disposed of or removed from the limits of the jurisdiction of the 
court, his property. The court may, in its discretion, require security from the 
applicant before making such an order. 

 

6. Procedure 

a) Which are the main steps of the procedure after filing the interim measure 
application? (e.g. holding a hearing, presenting evidence, etc.) 

Answer:  The first hearing is usually ex-parte. Thereafter, the defendant would be put to 
notice to file its reply. Evidence at this stage, is usually only allowed in the form of 
affidavits. The court would then hear the arguments and either accept or reject the 
application.  

 

b) Is it possible for the Court to order an interim measure without hearing 
the other party? (in audita parte debitoris). If YES, under what 
circumstances can the parties apply for it?  

Answer:   Yes. A request for issuing an ex-parte order can be included in the application. In 
case of urgency the court may order the parties to maintain status quo. 
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c) What are the main steps of the procedure in this case? 

Answer:    The first hearing in such cases would be ex-parte. Thereafter, 
the procedure is the same as in regular applications. 

 

7. Opposition of the defendant 

a) Is it possible for the defendant to oppose interim and precautionary 
measures? 

Answer:   Yes. 

 

b) Is it possible for the defendant to ask the court for the substitution of 
the interim measure for a guarantee? 

Answer:    The court, in its discretion, may substitute such an 
order for a guarantee or surety. 

 

8. Appeal 

a) Are appeals allowed from the court decision ordering the measures or 
rejecting the defendant’s opposition to them? 

 Answer:    Yes. 

 

b) Is it possible to enforce the interim measure once an appeal is filed? 

Answer:    Yes, unless the appellate court stays operation of the order, pending decision of 
appeal. 

 

IV. EFFECTS AND VALIDITY OF INTERIM AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES. 

1. Is it possible to enforce the interim measure when the other party obstructs 
it? 

Answer:   Yes. 

 

2. Is it possible to modify a previous interim measure? 
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Answer:    The court has the power to modify or amend its order on an application filed by 
either party. 

 

3. When is it possible to raise an interim measure? 

Answer: At any stage of the trial or appeal. 

 

4. Are there any rules concerning the costs (e.g., lawyers’ fees, etc.) related to 
the application? 

Answer:  The costs are in the discretion of the court but are seldom granted. 

 

 

V. ARBITRATION 

1. Is it possible to apply for an interim measure in order to assure the effective 
enforcement of an arbitration award in your country? If YES: what is the 
enforcement procedure? 

Answer:  Yes. Once an award has been announced by the arbitrators, the matter is brought 
before the court having jurisdiction in the matter to decide whether the award is to 
be made rule of court or not. During this time, the court has the power to make 
interim orders where it appears that a party has taken, or is about to take, steps to 
defeat, delay or obstruct the execution of any decree that may be passed upon the 
award. An application can be filed with the court anytime after passing of the 
award. The first hearing on an application will be ex-parte. Thereafter, the 
respondent would be put to notice to file its reply. Evidence is usually only allowed 
in the form of affidavits. The court would then hear the arguments and either accept 
or reject the application. 

 

 

2. Are the arbitrators, entitled to order an interim measure? 

Answer:   No. The arbitrators have the power to issue interim award only if this power has 
been extended to them in the arbitration clause. 

 

 

VI. FOREIGN PROCEDURE & ARBITRATION 
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1. Is it possible to apply for an interim measure before your country’s courts in 
order to assure the effective enforcement of a foreign court decision or 
arbitration award? If YES: how is this procedure executed? 

Answer:   The party against whom enforcement of a foreign arbitral award is sought can be 
required by the court which is hearing an application for enforcement, setting aside 
or suspension of the award, to give suitable security. An application can be filed 
with the court hearing such an application. The first hearing on an application will 
be ex-parte. Thereafter, the respondent would be put to notice to file its reply. The 
court would then hear the arguments and either accept or reject the application. A 
similar procedure is available in cases where enforcement of a judgment passed 
by a foreign court is being sought (see iii above). 
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