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I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT DECISION 
(CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS) 

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court Judgment 

1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment in your country? 

Answer:  Yes, the civil procedural code establishes the possibility and the 
right to execute in Nicaragua  foreign judgment, arbitration award and any 
other foreign resolutions that resolve any dispute. 

 

B. Applicable Law:  General Rules 

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:  The applicable laws are the Code of Civil Procedure (Articles 625-
629), and the International Treaties signed and recognized by Nicaragua. 

 

C. Special Rules:  European Union 

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:  No, there is only one procedure for the execution of foreign 
judgments, the foreign titles, must comply with the process of legalization in 
the diplomatic channel, either by authentications or apostilles in case it is a 
signatory of the apostille treaty 

2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to enforce 
court judgments coming its member states? 

Answer:  No, they do not. 

D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure 

1. What is the average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer:  Once all the documentation is legally authenticated and translated 
into public deed into the official language, the supreme court of justice could 
take approximately eight months to a year to execute the judgement. 
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II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT 
JUDGMENT:  REASONS 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment?  If YES:  what kind of reasons may justify 
denial? 

Answer:  Yes. 

Nicaraguan courts might deny recognition and enforcement of the foreign 
court decision coming from a country whose Courts do not recognize 
Nicaraguan judgments (reciprocity). Furthermore, the judgments may be 
denied if:  

- The judgment does not have the authority of res judicata in the country 
where it has been issued. 

- That the defendant against whom the judgment is intended to be 
executed has not been notified of the resolution to be executed, in 
accordance to the rules of the country of origin.  

- That the judgement does not comply with the minimum requirement of 
form established by the laws of the country of origin.  

- That the judgment affects the principles of public order established by 
the laws of Nicaragua. 

- That the judgement goes against a previous ruling issued by the 
Nicaraguan courts. 

B. Costs and expenses 

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in this 
enforcement procedure? 

Answer:  The cost may vary depending on the amount of the claim.  These 
costs includes fees of Attorneys and Procurators.  The Procurators fees are 
regulated by resolutions of the Supreme Court of Justice.  Expenses include 
translation of documents, legalization of such documents, and issuing of a 
power of attorney. 

III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Time limit 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer:  According to the Supreme Court of Justice (S. 11 a.m. 
November 24th, 1959, B. J., page. 19674) application for enforcement has 
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to be filed within ten years following the date/time that the Court Judgment 
is considered final. 

B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment:  Provisional Enforcement 

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive court 
judgment?  If NO:  Are there any special requirements to 
provisionally enforce a court judgment which is not final and 
definitive? 

Answer:  Under the Nicaragua Code of Civil Procedure it sets that the 
judgment must be final and definitive (article 625). 

C. Necessary Requirements 

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court Judgment 
fulfill to be recognized and enforced? 

Answer: 

Enforcement of judgements based on international treaties do not require 
more formalities apart from what it is required in the country of origin and 
the authentication process by the consular authorities or apostille.  

In the absence of international treaties, reciprocity principle must apply 
between the countries and at least fulfill the following requirements:  

The judgment has the authority of res judicata in the country where it has 
been issued. 

That the defendant against whom the judgment is intended to be executed 
has been notified of the resolution to be executed, in accordance to the rules 
of the country of origin.  

That the judgement comply with the minimum requirement of form 
established by the laws of the country of origin.  

That the judgment does not affects the principles of public order established 
by the laws of Nicaragua. 

That the judgement does not go against a previous ruling issued by the 
Nicaraguan courts. 
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D. Other Formal Requirements:  Court Fees 

1. Is it mandatory to pay Court Fees for this kind of application? 

Answer:  No.  It is not necessary to pay Court fees to file an enforcement 
claim. 

E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce a 
court judgment? 

Answer:  No. 

IV. PROCEDURE 

A. Competent court 

1. Which Court or courts are competent to decide an enforcement 
application? 

Answer:  The Supreme Court of Justice. 

B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign 
Court Judgment 

1. What information must be contained in the enforcement 
application of a foreign court judgment? 

Answer: 

(i) Judgments from a country with which Nicaragua has an international 
Treaty are governed by the terms of that Treaty. 

(ii) Judgments from a country with which Nicaragua has no international 
Treaty: 

 Code of Civil Procedure does not sets specific information that must contain 
in the enforcement application, however is convenient to mention 
compliance with the general requirements of article 420, 421 of the 
Nicaraguan Code of Civil Procedure. 

C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application to 
enforce a foreign court judgment? 

Answer: The Code of Civil Procedure does not establish requirements for 
the execution of foreign judgements, but the provisions of Article 421 of the 
Civil Procedure Code of Nicaragua must be taken into account. 
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D. Phases of the Procedure 

1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer: 

(i) The interested party submits a request for the recognition of the 
judgement in writing before the Civil Court of the Supreme Court of Justice. 

(ii) The counterpart shall be summoned and notified of the request, so that   
within five days, it can submit any motion against the judgment and its 
execution in Nicaraguan courts.  

(iii) The Supreme Court may convene to a hearing to take place within 10 
day for the submission of evidence of any of the parties.  

(iv) The Supreme Court may issue a ruling within 5 days 

E. Opposition of the Defendant 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? 

Answer:  Yes. 

2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to 
oppose to the enforcement of the court judgment?  If YES:  what 
are those reasons? 

Answer:  Yes. The party can object and invoke considerations on the 
necessary requirements to grant recognition of the foreign judgment and 
propose the necessary evidence to confirm its assertions, this procedural 
stage will only be granted once during the process. The debtor cannot 
invoke grounds of opposition to the enforcement arising from defendant 
underlying legal relationship (material grounds), because the court only 
verify if the foreign judgment meets the minimum guarantees established in 
civilized states for the defense rights to the administration of justice. 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure 

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognize and 
enforce a foreign court decision? 

Answer: It is not possible to appeal the court decision recognizing the 
foreign court judgment.  (Article 628  Code of Civil Procedure). 
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2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? 

Answer: Does not apply 

G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses 

1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application? 

Answer:  There are no special rules regarding costs related to the 
enforcement of Court Judgments, so the general rule is applicable; the 
defendant must pay for the cost and expenses caused by the enforcement 
procedure unless his opposition is accepted by the Court. 

V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT 

A. Means of Enforcement 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the court’s 
judgment? 

Answer:  In Nicaragua all movable and immovable property, real estate 
property rights, and ownership over shares, may be subject to enforcement 
by the court. 

Assets that belongs to the Government are not subject to enforcement. 

 

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction 

Answer:  N/A 
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