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I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT DECISION 
(CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS) 

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court Judgment 

1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment in your country? 

Answer:  Yes, pursuant to article 569 and 570 of the Federal Civil 
Procedures Code, its correlatives in local civil procedures codes, and 
1347-A of the Commerce Code, foreign Court judgments, private 
arbitration awards and other resolutions will be recognized and enforced 
in Mexico, when they are not in contradiction with the public internal order 
in terms of the Federal Civil Procedures Code and other applicable laws, 
as well as international treaties signed by Mexico. 

In order for foreign civil resolutions to be executed in Mexico, it is 
necessary to follow an homologation procedure; said procedure is 
contemplated in the Federal Civil Procedures Code, as well as in local 
Procedure Codes. 

B. Applicable Law:  General Rules 

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:  In all Federal Civil matters, the Federal Civil Procedures Code 
(in matters of recognition and enforcement) is applicable, as well as the 
Federal Civil Code (to regulate the effects the foreign judgment could 
have in Mexico). 

When the matter is of a local nature, both Procedures and Civil local codes 
are applicable.  Each state has its own Procedures and Civil Code and the 
rules in each one can vary. 

For judgments of a commercial nature the Commerce Code is applicable. 

C. Special Rules:  European Union 

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:  There are three Multilateral International Treaties executed by 
Mexico regarding the recognition and execution of foreign court judgments 
this are (i) the Inter American Convention for the Execution of Foreign 
Court Judgments and Arbitral Resolutions; (ii) the Inter American 
Convention of Competence in the International Sphere for the 
Extraterritorial Enforcement of Foreign Court Judgments; and (iii) the 
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Hague Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign 
Judgments in Civil an Commercial Matters. 

2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to enforce 
court judgments coming its member states? 

Answer:  Non Applicable. 

D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure 

1. What is the average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer:  Approximately six months, however it will depend on the defense 
presented by the defendants, and other factors which could vary the length 
depending on the state the procedure is followed in. 

II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT 
JUDGMENT:  REASONS 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment?  If YES:  what kind of reasons may justify 
denial? 

Answer:  Yes, a Court can deny recognition and enforcement of a foreign 
court judgment, when said judgment does not meet the requirements sated 
by law.  Article 571 of the Federal Civil Procedures Code, its correlatives in 
local civil procedures codes and article 1347-A of the Commerce Code, 
state the requirements a foreign judgment must comply with to be 
recognized and enforced. 

Nevertheless, even if the requirements are met if it is demonstrated that in 
the country of origin, foreign resolutions are not recognized and enforced in 
similar cases, the foreign judgment will not be enforced in Mexico. 

B. Costs and expenses 

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in this 
enforcement procedure? 

Answer:  Costs are regulated by a tabulator that goes from a 6% (six 
percent) up to a 20% (twenty percent), depending on the amount of the 
matter, and the State of the Republic on which the judgment is enforced, 
finally costs will depend on whether their payment was or wasn’t 
contemplated in the judgment which will be enforced. 
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III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Time limit 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer:  The general rule in Mexican Law for civil cases is established in 
article 115 of the Federal Civil Code, said article states that the right to claim 
the enforcement of an obligation precludes in ten years.  There are no 
special rules regarding the application of enforcement, so the general ten 
year rule applies to this procedure. 

In commercial matters the Commercial Code establishes a maximum period 
of three years to apply for the enforcement of a court judgment. 

B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment:  Provisional Enforcement 

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive court 
judgment?  If NO:  Are there any special requirements to 
provisionally enforce a court judgment which is not final and 
definitive? 

Answer:  Yes, Mexican law establishes in article 571 F. V of the Federal 
Civil Procedures Code, its correlatives in local civil procedures codes and 
1347-A, F. V of the Commerce Code that foreign court judgments have to 
be final and that no means of appeal must be available against them in order 
for said judgments to be executed in Mexico. 

C. Necessary Requirements 

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court Judgment 
fulfill to be recognized and enforced? 

Answer:  The Federal Civil Procedures Code, establishes in article 571 the 
following requirements in order for a foreign judgment to be recognized and 
enforced: 

That it meets all the formalities established in said Code concerning 
warrants; 

That said judgment is the result of exercising a personal action; 

That the issuing judge or court was competent to carry out the trial, in 
accordance with all international jurisdiction rules compatible with the 
Federal Civil Procedures Code; 

That the defendant was dully and personally notified or served; 
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That the resolution is final in the country where it was issued, or that there 
is no ordinary appeal against it; 

That there is no other pending trial concerning the same issue, with the 
same parties in Mexican courts; 

That the cause of the trial is not contrary to Mexican public order; and 

That it complies with the requirements to be considered as authentic. 

The Commerce Code establishes in article 1347-A the same requirements 
the Federal Civil Procedures Code establishes in the aforementioned 
article, with the exception of the first requirement stated above, since the 
Commerce Code establishes that all foreign judgments must comply with 
the formalities concerning warrants established in International Treaties 
Mexico is a part of. 

D. Other Formal Requirements:  Court Fees 

1. Is it mandatory to pay Court Fees for this kind of application? 

Answer:  No, it is not necessary to pay court fees to file an enforcement 
claim. 

E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce a 
court judgment? 

Answer:  Yes, all foreign judgments must be presented with:  (i) a 
translation if they are not in Spanish; and (ii) all documents which are 
necessary to demonstrate that the resolution is no longer subject to any 
recourse in the country of origin. 

IV. PROCEDURE 

A. Competent court 

1. Which Court or courts are competent to decide an enforcement 
application? 

Answer:  Article 573 of the Federal Civil Procedures Code, and its 
correlatives in local civil procedures codes, establishes that the competent 
Court to decide an enforcement application and execute a foreign resolution 
is the Court located in the place of residence of the defendant, or in the 
place where the defendant’s assets are located within the Republic. 

Article 576 states that all issues pertaining to seizes, confiscations, 
deposits, appraisements, sales, and all other issues related to the 
settlement and enforcement of a foreign court judgment will be solved by 
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the Court in charge of the homologation procedure, in other words, the 
Court in charge of deciding the enforcement application.  The foreign judge 
will be in charge of distributing the resulting quantities after a sale. 

Articles 1105 and 1107 of the Commerce Code establish the same rules as 
the Federal Civil Procedures Code (the competent court is the court located 
in the residence of the debtor or in the place the assets are located if no 
domicile is available). 

B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign 
Court Judgment 

1. What information must be contained in the enforcement 
application of a foreign court judgment? 

Answer:  According to article 322 of the Federal Civil Procedures Code, 
and its correlatives in local civil procedures codes, which is applicable to all 
claims and applications in any procedure, the enforcement application must 
contain the following information, 

(i) The court before which the applications is filed; 
(ii)  Name of the plaintiff and defendant; 
(iii) The action or claim being pursued; 
(iv) The facts on which the plaintiff bases his petition; 
(v) The legal grounds which support the petition; and 
(vi) What the plaintiffs seeks with the application, in this case the 

enforcement being sought. 

Finally, according to article 574 of the Federal Civil Procedures Code, the 
plaintiff can offer evidence in his enforcement application. 

The same rules are applicable in commercial matters except for the offering 
of evidence, since the plaintiff is not allowed to offer any means of evidence. 

C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application to 
enforce a foreign court judgment? 

Answer:  Article 572 of the Federal Civil Procedures Code establishes that 
the application must be accompanied by the following documents: 

An original of the resolution or a copy of the judgment which is considered 
as authentic. 

Authentic copies of certificates which prove that the defendant was dully 
and personally notified or served and that the resolution is final and no 
means of appeal are applicable. 

Spanish translations if needed. 
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The plaintiff must state a domicile to receive notifications in the place of 
residence of the Court. 

The same rules apply for commercial matters. 

D. Phases of the Procedure 

1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer:  Article 574 of the Federal Civil Procedures Code establishes 
that the procedure to enforce a foreign court judgment, once an application 
is filed, will be the following: 

(i) It will be started by serving both parties. 
(ii) Both parties will have an individual nine day term to oppose defenses 

and exercise rights. 
(iii) In case the parties offer means of proof, the court will set a term to 

vent said proofs. 
(iv) The parties will offer their closing arguments/pleadings. 
 (v) The court will issue its resolution, where it can recognize and enforce 

the (vi)foreign court judgment or not. 
(vii) The parties have the right to file for an appeal. 
(viii) Enforcement of the final resolution. 

In commercial matters the foreign court judgment will be enforced when all 
the requirements stated by article 1347-A of the Commerce Code are met, 
without the necessity of carrying out further procedures. 

E. Opposition of the Defendant 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? 

Answer:  Yes, according to Article 574 of the Federal Civil Procedures 
Code the defendant will be personally notified of the application and will 
have a nine day term to oppose all applicable defenses. 

In commercial matters the defendant is also allowed the possibility to 
oppose but in this case he will have to appeal the resolution which 
admitted the enforcement of the foreign resolution. 

2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to 
oppose to the enforcement of the court judgment?  If YES:  what 
are those reasons? 

Answer:  The defendant can oppose to the enforcement adducing 
procedural flaws (such as the judge’s incapacity or lack of jurisdiction, 
plaintiff’s lack of legal personality or representation, etc.), or bringing 
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forward motifs related to the legal relationship between both parties, but 
there is no limited number of defenses or reasons the defendant can 
exercise. 

Notwithstanding, Mexican Courts are not authorized to analyze the merits 
of the case or the fairness of same, and they will be limited to verifying the 
authenticity of the document and/or the compliance with the requirements 
to enforce it. 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure 

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognize and 
enforce a foreign court decision? 

Answer:  Yes it is possible to appeal a court decision to recognize and 
enforce a foreign court decision; it is also possible to appeal a court decision 
in which the court determines no to do so.  The parties have a term of six 
days to file an appeal before the court who issued the decision to recognize, 
or not, a foreign court decision.  Regarding the appeal of Commercial 
issues, the term to appeal will be of nine days.  In commercial matters the 
defendant will have a term of three days to appeal. 

2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? 

Answer:  No, if the appealed resolution recognizes and enforces a foreign 
court decision, the appeal cannot suspend the enforcement. 

G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses 

1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application? 

Answer:  Yes, in case costs are granted in the court judgment the creditor 
will have to initiate the respective incidental procedure in order for said costs 
to be paid. 

V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT 

A. Means of Enforcement 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the court’s 
judgment? 

Answer:  In case the defendant is required to fulfill an obligation and he 
does not do so, the court will seize or secure enough assets to cover the 
debt. 
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Article 434 of the Federal Civil Procedures Code establishes that all assets 
can be seized except for the following: 

- Assets under the “familiar patrimony” regime, since their inscription in 
the Public Property Registry; 

- The defendant’s, his or her spouse and or children’s, household assets 
such as daily use furniture, clothing and other items that are not 
considered luxuries. 

- All instruments, machinery and necessary items used by the defendant 
to exercise his or her trade; 

- Machinery, instruments and animals needed for agriculture; 
- Books, instruments or items used by persons who dedicate themselves 

to the study of liberal trades; 
- Guns and horses used by the military in active service and are 

necessary to provide said service; 
- Effects, machinery and instruments which are proper to mercantile and 

industrial negotiations, when they are necessary for their service and 
movement; 

- Seeds and grain before they are harvested; 
- Legal usufruct; 
- Use and habitation rights; 
- Public officers’ and employees’ salaries and gratifications; 
- Inevitable obligations; 
- Life annuities : 
- Common lands and individual plots; and 
- Other assets prohibited by law. 

 Same rules apply to commercial matters. 

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction 

Answer:  The Federal Civil Procedures Code establishes a series of rules 
in matter of foreign courts’ capacity.  Said rules go from article 564 to article 
568.  We believe it is very important to regard these rules when evaluating 
if a foreign court judgment is suitable for recognition and enforcement in 
Mexico, since one of the requirement for said recognition and enforcement 
is the capacity of the foreign court by which the resolution was issued. 

We also believe it is of a crucial importance to verify the specific rules 
contained in the local applicable code pertaining to the state or federal entity 
where the recognition and enforcement of the foreign decision is sought.  
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