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I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT DECISION 
(CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS) 

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court Judgment 

1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment in your country? 

Answer:  Yes. Pursuant to article 509 of the French Code of Civil 
Procedure, “the judgments rendered by foreign courts and proceedings 
received by foreign officers are enforceable in the territory of the Republic 
in the manner and as provided by law”. 

B. Applicable Law: General Rules 

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:  The law that is applicable to the recognition and enforcement of 
a foreign court judgment is the French Code of Civil Procedure in its version 
resulting from Article 26 of Law no 2007-1787 from December 20th, 2007 
(articles 509 to 509-7). 

C. Special Rules: European Union 

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:  Yes. 

Multilateral International Treaty: e.g., the Lugano Convention on Jurisdiction 
and the Enforcement of Judgments in Civil and Commercial Matters, from 
September 16th, 1988, involving the EU Member States and Iceland, 
Norway, Switzerland and Poland. The provisions of the Lugano Convention 
are similar to those of the 1968 Brussels Convention on jurisdiction and the 
enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial matters, the latter having 
been replaced by the “Brussels I” Regulation, itself replaced by the “Recast 
Brussels I bis” Regulation (see below). 

2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to enforce 
court judgments coming its member states? 

Answer:  Yes. The following Regulations are to be noted: 

• Council Regulation (EC) No 1215/2012 of December 12th, 2012, on 
jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil 
and commercial matters (“Recast Brussels Regulation”). 
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This Regulation provides that a judgment given in an EU Member State is 
to be recognized and enforceable without any special proceedings (article 
36).  

The Recast Brussels Regulation hence completely removed the 
requirement to get a declaration of enforceability.  

A party who wishes to invoke in an EU Member State a judgment given in 
another Member State shall produce: a copy of the judgment which satisfies 
the conditions necessary to establish its authenticity, and a certificate issued 
by the court of origin using a form set out in annex of the Regulation (article 
42.1). 

In France, the application shall be submitted by motion filed at the “Greffier 
en chef” (Chief clerk) of the “Tribunal de Grande Instance” (Court of first 
instance) within the jurisdiction of the domicile (or registered office) of the 
defendant (article 509-2 of the French Code of Civil Procedure). 

The EC Regulation lists grounds for non-enforcement; however, courts are 
not to raise these of their own motion. The Regulation does not cover 
revenue, customs or administrative matters. Neither does it apply to: 

 the status or legal capacity of natural persons, matrimonial matters, 
wills and succession; 

 bankruptcy; 

 social security; 

 arbitration; 

 maintenance obligations arising from family relationships, kinship, 
marriage or alliance; 

 wills and succession, including food obligations resulting from death. 

"Judgment" means any judgment given by a court or tribunal of an EU 
country, whatever the judgment may be called, including a decree, order, 
decision or writ of execution. Under no circumstances may a foreign 
judgment be reviewed as to its substance. 

A judgment is to be enforced in another EU Member State when, on the 
application of any interested party, it has been declared enforceable there. 
The parties may appeal against a decision on an application for a 
declaration of enforceability. 

• Regulation (EC) No 805/2004 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of April 21st, 2004, creating a European Enforcement Order 
for uncontested claims. 
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It lays down minimum standards to ensure that judgments, court 
settlements and authentic instruments on uncontested claims can circulate 
freely. This entails the abolition of exequatur, i.e. the automatic recognition 
and enforcement, without any intermediate proceedings or grounds for 
refusal of enforcement, of judgments handed down in another Member 
State. 

The Regulation applies in civil and commercial matters. It does not, in 
particular, cover revenue, customs or administrative matters. It is applicable 
in all Member States with the exception of Denmark. 

The Regulation lays down minimum standards with regard to the service of 
documents (the document instituting proceedings and, where applicable, 
the summons to a court hearing) to ensure that the rights of the defense are 
respected. Only the document service methods listed in the Regulation are 
allowed if the judgment is to be certified as a European enforcement order. 

Furthermore, the document instituting proceedings must give details of: 

− the claim (personal details of parties, amount of the claim, whether 
or not interest is incurred and for what period, etc.); 

− the procedural arrangements required for contesting the claim 
(deadline for contesting the claim, consequences of failing to object, 
etc.). 

The Regulation allows non-compliance with these requirements to be 
remedied, subject to certain conditions. For a judgment to be certified as a 
European enforcement order, the Member State of origin must provide for 
review in exceptional cases. 

Enforcement procedures are governed by the law of the Member State of 
enforcement. The creditor must supply the authorities responsible for 
enforcement in the enforcing Member State with: 

− a copy of the judgment; 

− a copy of the European enforcement order certificate; 

− where necessary, a transcription of the European enforcement order 
certificate or a translation thereof into the official language of the 
Member State of enforcement or into another language accepted by 
the Member State of enforcement. 

No security, bond or deposit can be required of creditors on the ground 
either that they are foreign nationals or are not domiciled or resident in the 
Member State of enforcement. 
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• Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of December 12th, 2006 creating a European order for 
payment procedure. 

The procedure simplifies, speeds up and reduces the costs of litigation in 
cross-border cases concerning uncontested pecuniary claims in civil and 
commercial matters, thanks to a special application form available in all EU 
countries. 

The regulation permits the free circulation of European orders for payment 
throughout European Union (EU) countries by laying down minimum 
standards, compliance with which renders unnecessary any intermediate 
proceedings in the EU country of enforcement prior to recognition and 
enforcement. 

The European order for payment is recognized and enforced in all EU 
countries except Denmark without the need for a declaration of 
enforceability. 

In France, the European order for payment procedure is now codified in 
Articles 1424-1 to 1424-15 of the French Code of Civil Procedure. 

The European order for payment application form can be delivered or sent 
by post to the court registry (Article 1424-2), which is the jurisdiction of 
the domicile of the defendant (Article 1424-2). 

The judge may issue a European order for payment for part of the 
application, but only if the applicant has accepted such a proposal. It should 
be noted that in this case, the plaintiff may no longer take legal action in 
order to claim the remainder, unless he has not served the order yet (Article 
1424-3). 

The defendant has the possibility to appeal against the decision using the 
opposition form, which must be annexed to the document of service (Article 
1424-5), and before the Court that has rendered the European order for 
payment (Article 1424-8). 

In such case, the Court judgment will replace the European order for 
payment (Article 1424-12). 

• Regulation (EC) No 861/2007 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of July 11th, 2007, establishing a European small claims 
procedure. 

The European small claims procedure applies in cross-border litigation to 
civil and commercial matters where the claim does not exceed 2,000 Euros. 
It is available since 2009 in all EU Member States except Denmark as an 
alternative to national procedures. 
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Judgments delivered under this procedure are recognized and enforceable 
in the other Member States without the need for a declaration of 
enforceability. 

In France, the European small claims procedure is now codified in Articles 
1382 to 1391 of the French Code of Civil Procedure. 

The European small claims application form can also be delivered or sent 
by post to the court registry (Article 1383), which is the jurisdiction of the 
domicile of the defendant (Article 1382). 

D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure 

1. What is the average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer:  Getting the enforceability of a decision in France of an EU 
Member State judgment, based on the Recast Brussels Regulation 
mentioned above, is now really quick since the declaration of enforceability 
is no longer required. 

The applicant will only have to send documents described previously 
at point 2. to the court registry. Then, the processing time to deliver 
the appropriate certificate will depend on the overcrowding of the 
Tribunal in question (from few weeks to 1 or 2 months). 

Rendering a non-EU foreign judgment enforceable based on Article 509 of 
the French Code of Civil Procedure, through the “exequatur” proceeding, 
might take more time: around 6 months. Then, an appeal could be made by 
the defendant to challenge the exequatur, which could delay the 
enforcement of the judgment. 

II. Denial of Recognition and Enforcement of a Foreign Court Judgment: 
Reasons 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment? If YES: what kind of reasons may justify 
denial? 

Answer:  Yes. 

• In the absence of applicable international conventions or EU Regulations, 
the way to make enforceable in France a foreign court judgment is the 
“exequatur” procedure, resulting from Article 509 of the French Code of Civil 
Procedure mentioned above. The conditions to render the foreign judgment 
enforceable under this Article have been set up by case law, after several 
evolutions. 
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In a decision rendered on February 20th, 2007, in the André X. vs. Avianca Inc. 
and others case, the French Supreme Court has reduced from four to three the 
number of conditions French courts have to apply when issuing enforcement 
orders for foreign judgments outside international conventions or EU Regulations. 

Traditionally, the four conditions were as follows: 

− territorial jurisdiction of the foreign court to be established by a sufficient link 
between the dispute and that court, 

− conformity with international public policy, 

− no fraudulent evasion of the law normally applicable, 

− application by the foreign court of the law designated by the French rules of 
conflicts of laws or of a law having a similar effect. 

This last condition is the condition eliminated by the Avianca ruling. In the case 
before the French Supreme Court, the outcome of the appeal was of great practical 
significance. The foreign decision whose enforcement was being sought had been 
rendered by a US court. US law had been applied. However Colombian law was 
the applicable law under French rules of conflicts of laws. The US court had used 
against one of the parties its power to treble damages as was allowed under US 
law. However, Colombian law did not provide for treble damages (nor for that 
matter did French law). 

However, the French Supreme Court ruled that this could not be an obstacle to the 
enforcement of the US judgment. 

Therefore, nowadays, only the first three conditions mentioned above must be met 
by foreign judgments to be enforceable in France. If they are not, the President of 
the competent French Court of first instance (i.e. “Tribunal de Grande Instance”) 
will be entitled to deny the recognition and enforcement of the concerned foreign 
court judgment. 

• Regarding judgments from a country belonging to the EU: 

➢ According to EC Regulation No 1215/2012 of December 12th, 2012 
(“Recast Brussels Regulation”), a judgment will not be recognized if: 

− such recognition is manifestly contrary to public policy in the 
EU country in which recognition is sought; 

− the defendant was not served with the document that 
instituted the proceedings in sufficient time and in such a way 
as to enable the defendant to arrange for his/her defense, 
unless he has not appealed against the decision when he was 
in a position to do so; 
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− it is irreconcilable with a judgment given in a dispute between 
the same parties in the EU country in which recognition is 
sought; 

− it is irreconcilable with an earlier judgment given in another 
EU or non-EU country involving the same cause of action and 
the same parties; 

− if the decision fails to comply with the rules of jurisdiction 
provided for in the Regulation in respect of insurance, 
consumer contracts or individual employment contracts where 
the defendant was subject to those rules; 

− if the decision fails to comply with the rules of jurisdiction 
provided for in the Regulation in respect of exclusive 
competences. 
 

Furthermore, a court in which recognition is sought of a judgment given in 
another EU country may stay the proceedings, if an ordinary appeal against 
the judgment has been lodged, or if the time for such an appeal has not yet 
expired. In the latter case, the Court may specify the time within which such 
an appeal is to be lodged. 

➢ EC Regulation No 805/2004 provides that the competent court in the 
enforcing Member State may, subject to certain conditions, refuse to 
enforce a judgment if it is irreconcilable with an earlier judgment 
given in any Member State or in a third country. In certain cases, it 
can also stay or limit enforcement. 

B. Costs and expenses 

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in this 
enforcement procedure? 

Answer: 

Fees:  The fees of lawyers depend on the amount claimed and the problems 
that may arise during enforcement. Bailiff fees are regulated according to a 
legal tariff. 

Expenses:  include translation of documents, which will vary depending on 
their length and complexity. 
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III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Time limit 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer:  Yes. 

Under Article L-111-4 of the Code of Civil Enforcement Proceedings, the 
enforcement of foreign judgments that have been declared enforceable by 
a decision not subject to a recourse likely to freeze such enforcement can 
be seek only for ten years (unless actions for the recovery of debts that are 
recorded in such judgments expire after a longer period). 

B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment: Provisional Enforcement 

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive court 
judgment?  If NO: Are there any special requirements to 
provisionally enforce a court judgment which is not final and 
definitive? 

Answer:  

(i) In the absence of applicable international conventions or EU 
Regulations: according to case law resulting from Article 509 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure and further to Article L. 111-3 2° of the Code 
of Civil Enforcement Proceedings, it is not possible to ask for 
enforcement of, nor to enforce in France, a foreign court judgment 
before it is final and definitive. 

(ii) Judgments from a country belonging to the EU: according to EC 
Regulation No. 44/2001, it is not mandatory for the judgment to be a 
final and definitive court judgment in order to be enforceable in 
another Member State, which means that interim and precautionary 
measures order in an EU Member State can be enforceable in 
France under this Regulation. 

However, the ECJ established an important limit to the simplified 
mechanism of recognition and enforcement for some specific interim 
and precautionary measures. Indeed, in its judgment from May 21st, 
1980, relating to the Denilauler v SNC Couchet Frères case, the ECJ 
ruled that provisional or protective measures which are ordered or 
authorized by a court, without the party against whom they are 
directed having been summoned to appear and which are intended 
to be enforced without prior service on that party, are not covered by 
the system of recognition and enforcement provided for by Title III of 
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the 1968 Brussels Convention (which corresponds to Chapter III of 
the Brussels I Regulation). 

Following this precedent, in a ruling from May 18th, 1994, the French 
Supreme Court decided to cancel the decision of a Court of appeal, 
because the latter had ruled that an Italian notice to pay order could 
be declared enforceable in France under Title III of the Brussels 
Convention, whereas such an order was enforceable without any 
prior notification to the debtor who had not been called to appear 
before the Italian Court. 

In this ruling, the French Supreme Court made the following 
introductory statement: “A judicial decision that is rendered without 
that the person condemned was called to appear before the court 
and that is, by itself, enforceable without having been previously 
notified, cannot benefit from the recognition and enforcement system 
provided under Title III of the Convention”. 

This reasoning is completely in line with the ECJ decision in the 
Denilauler vs. Couchet Frères case: a decision immediately 
enforceable (without the need of any notification) and rendered in a 
non-adversary procedure cannot be declared enforceable in another 
EU State under the Title III of the Brussels Convention of 1968. 

(iii) Under French domestic law, it is not necessarily mandatory for the 
judgment to be a final and definitive court judgment in order to be 
provisionally enforced in the following cases: 

- “ordonnance de référé” (interim orders); 

- provisional measures for the course of the proceedings ; 

- orders of the pre-trial Judge granting the creditor a provision ; 

- decisions ordering provisional measures 

- when the judge explicitly attached provisional enforcement to 
his decision. 

In any case, to be enforced, the judgment must have been previously 
notified to the sentenced party. 

C. Necessary Requirements 

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court Judgment 
fulfill to be recognized and enforced? 

Answer:  see answers in II A. above. 
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D. Other Formal Requirements: Court Fees 

1. Is it mandatory to pay Court Fees for this kind of application? 

Answer:  Yes. Since October 1st, 2011, plaintiffs have to pay a stamp duty 
of €35 for any initial claim brought before French Courts, which includes 
applications for enforcement of foreign judgments. 

E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce a 
court judgment? 

Answer:  No. 

IV. PROCEDURE 

A. Competent court 

1. Which Court or courts are competent to decide an enforcement 
application? 

Answer:  as already mentioned above, the Court of first instance (i.e. 
“Tribunal de Grande Instance”) within the jurisdiction of the domicile (or 
registered office) of the defendant or in place of enforcement. 

B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign 
Court Judgment 

1. What information must be contained in the enforcement 
application of a foreign court judgment? 

Answer: 

(i) Judgments from a country with which France has an international 
Treaty are governed by the terms of that Treaty. 

(ii) For judgments from a country with which France has no international 
Treaty and not belonging to the EU, the enforcement application 
must be filed through a writ of summons. 

The writ of summons shall precisely and entirely indicate the origin 
and the content of the deed or the judgment whose enforcement is 
requested. It shall also indicate that it is an enforcement demand and 
aim all the explicit or implicit effects that are expected in France from 
this judgment (in order to avoid interpretation or difficulties in the 
enforcement). Furthermore, the writ of summons shall comply with 
the mandatory requirements of Article 56 and followings of the 
French Code of Civil Procedure, i.e.: 

− a reference to the court before which the action is brought; 
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− the object of the action with a statement of the arguments; 

− information regarding the modalities of appearance before the 
court and a statement that, unless the defendant appears, he 
will risk rendition of a judgment against him solely on the basis 
of proof furnished by his adversary; 

− where appropriate, information relating to the identification of 
real properties required for publication in the land register. 

In addition, it must contain a reference to the evidence upon which 
the action is founded. Such evidence must be enumerated on a list 
attached to the writ of summons. 

Since a decree of March 11th, 2015 No. 2015-282, article 56 of the 
French Code of Civil Procedure indicates that the summons must 
also specifies the steps taken to reach an amicable settlement of the 
dispute, unless there is a legitimate reason based on urgency or on 
the relevant matter. 

(iii) For judgments from a country belonging to the EU, as mentioned 
above, the application shall be submitted by motion filed at the Chief 
clerk (i.e. “Greffier en chef”) of the Court of first instance (i.e. 
“Tribunal de Grande Instance”) within the jurisdiction of the domicile 
(or registered office) of the defendant (article 509-2 of the French 
Code of Civil Procedure). 

The motion shall comply with the mandatory requirements of Article 
58 of the French Code of Civil Procedure, i.e.: 

− if the plaintiff is an individual: it shall indicate his first and last 
names, profession, domicile, nationality, date and place of birth; 

− if the plaintiff is a corporate body: it shall indicate its form, name, 
registered office and who its legal representative is; 

− it shall indicate the first and last names, as well as the domicile 
of the defendant or, should the latter be a corporate body, its 
name and registered office; 

− the object of the action. 

The motion shall also indicate the origin and the content of the deed 
or the judgment whose enforcement is requested. 

Since the same decree of March 11th 2015 No. 2015-282 mentioned 
above, article 58 of the French Code of Civil Procedure indicates that 
the motion must also specifies the steps taken to reach an amicable 
settlement of the dispute, unless there is a legitimate reason based 
on urgency or on the relevant matter. 
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C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application to 
enforce a foreign court judgment? 

Answer: 

(i) Judgments from a country with which France has an international Treaty 
are governed by the terms of that Treaty. 

(ii) For judgments from a country with which France has no international Treaty 
and not belonging to the EU, the plaintiff must produce: 

− a copy of the foreign judgment which satisfies the conditions 
necessary to establish its authenticity (for instance: a stamp from the 
court office from which the judgment is issued); 

− a French sworn translation of the judgment; 

− evidence that the judgment has been duly notified to the defendant 
and is enforceable, even by provision according to the law of the 
foreign judge who ruled on the matter. 

(iii) For judgments from a country belonging to the EU, Article 37 of the Council 
Regulation (EC) No. 1215/2012 requires to produce: 

− a copy of the judgment which satisfies the conditions necessary to 
establish its authenticity; 

− the certificate issued in accordance with Article 53 ("At the request 
of any interested party, the court of origin shall issue the certificate it 
draws up using the form in Annex I of the Regulation"). 

− the certificate it draws up using the form in Annex I. 

D. Phases of the Procedure 

1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer: 

(i) Judgments from a country with which France has an international 
Treaty are governed by the terms of that Treaty. 

(ii) Judgments from a country with which France has no international 
Treaty: 

1. Enforcement application. 

2. Court decision granting the enforcement. 
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3. Notification by bailiff of the Court decision granting the 
enforcement to the defendant. 

4. Possible appeal by the defendant (or by the plaintiff in case of 
denial of enforcement). 

5. Possible opposition by a third party impacted by the Court 
decision granting the enforcement. 

6. Notification by bailiff of the Court of appeal decision. 

7. Possible recourse before the French Supreme Court (i.e. 
“Cour de casssation”) 

8. Selling the assets subject to enforcement (when Court 
decision granting such enforcement is final and definitive) if 
the defendant does not comply with the foreign judgment. 

(iii) Judgments from a country belonging to the EU: 

1. Enforcement application. 

2. Court decision granting the enforcement. 

3. Application submitted by motion filed at the “Greffier en chef” 
(Chief clerk) of the “Tribunal de Grande Instance” (Court of 
first instance) 

4. Possible action for refusal of execution [art. 49 of the Council 
Regulation (EC) No. 1215/2012]. 

Possible suspension of the enforcement procedure if the 
enforceability of the decision is suspended in the Member 
State of origin. 

5. If no action for refusal of enforcement is successful, selling the 
assets subject to enforcement (when Court decision granting 
such enforcement is final and definitive) if the defendant does 
not comply with the foreign judgment. 

E. Opposition of the Defendant 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? 

Answer:  Yes. 
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2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to 
oppose to the enforcement of the court judgment? If YES: what 
are those reasons? 

Answer: 

(i) Judgments from a country with which France has an international 
Treaty are governed by the terms of that Treaty. 

(ii) For judgments from a country with which France has no international 
Treaty or for judgments from a country belonging to the EU, the 
answer is yes. 

See Answers in II A, III and IV B and D above for some of the grounds that 
could be used by the defendant to oppose to the enforcement of the court 
judgment (reasons that could justify the Court denies the enforcement, non-
compliance with formal requirements missing of some 
information/documents required for the application). 

However, the defendant cannot invoke material grounds relating to the 
merits of the case, since they have already been debated before the foreign 
court that has already ruled on the matter. 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure 

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognize and 
enforce a foreign court decision? 

Answer:  Yes. 

(i) Judgments from a country with which France has an international 
Treaty are governed by the terms of that Treaty. 

(ii) Judgments from a country with which France has no international 
Treaty: 

It is possible to appeal the court decision recognizing the foreign 
court judgment. 

Appeal is not possible against specific measures laid down in the 
decision granting enforcement, but the debtor, as said above, may 
oppose the adoption of specific measures. 

(iii) Judgments from a country belonging to the EU: 

Since the declaration of enforceability does not exist anymore, the 
decision on the application for refusal of enforcement is the only one 
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that may be appealed, against by either party (Article 49 of 
Regulation (EC) No. 1215/2012). 

Pursuant to Article 49.2), the appeal shall be brought before the court 
the Member State concerned has indicated to the Commission, in 
compliance with Article 75(b) as being the court to which the appeal 
must be brought. 

According to Article 75(b), these courts were required to be indicated 
by each EU Member States before January 10th, 2014 to the 
Commission. 

In France, the designated competent court is the Court of appeal. 

 

2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? 

Answer: 

(i) Judgments from a country with which France has an international 
Treaty are governed by the terms of that Treaty. 

(ii) Judgments from a country with which France has no international 
Treaty: 

Initiation of appeal proceedings does suspend enforcement of the 
measures granted. 

(iii) Judgments from a country belonging to the EU: Pursuant to article 
51.1 of the Council Regulation (EC) No. 1215/2012: “the court which 
hears an appeal lodged under Article 49 or Article 50… may stay the 
proceedings if an ordinary appeal has been lodged against the 
judgment in the Member State of origin or if the time for such an 
appeal has not yet expired. In the latter case, the court may specify 
the time within which such an appeal is to be lodged. ” 

 

G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses 

1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application? 

Answer:  There are no special rules regarding costs related to the 
enforcement of Court Judgments, so the general rule is applicable; the 
debtor must pay for the cost and expenses caused by the enforcement 
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procedure if the Court decision granting the enforcement provides it, unless 
his appeal is accepted by the Court of appeal. 

V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT 

A. Means of Enforcement 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the court’s 
judgment? 

Answer:  All movable and immovable property as well as claims and real 
property rights may be subject to enforcement by the court. (Article R. 112-
1 of the French Code of Civil Enforcement Proceedings) 

However, Article L. 112-2 of the French Code of Civil Enforcement 
Proceedings provides that the following assets are forbidden to be seized:  

- assets that have been declared inalienable by the law; 

- assets that have been declared unseizable by the law; 

- provisions, sums and maintenance payments; 

- available property declared unseizable by the testator or donor; 

- the movable property necessary for the life and work of the distrainee 
and his family, except for the payment of their price ;  

- the movable property mentioned in the previous case, even for 
payment of their price ; 

- objects essential to disabled persons or intended for the care of sick 
persons. 

 

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction 

Answer:  N/A 



 

 

France 

Submitted by 
Arnaud Picard 
LERINS & BCW 
apicard@lerinsbcw.com 
Tel: +33 (0)1 42 84 84 70 
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