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I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT DECISION 
(CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS) 

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court 
Judgment 

1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment in your country? 

Answer: Yes, it is possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign judgment 
in the Dominican Republic. The courts of the Dominican Republic will 
recognize as valid and will enforce any final civil foreign judgment subject 
to obtaining the recognition in the Dominican Republic. The request for the 
recognition, known as exequatur, is an administrative proceeding. 

B. Applicable Law: General Rules 

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer: Private International Law 544-14 dated 15 October 2014, sets 
forth the procedure to enforcement a foreign judgment in the Dominican 
Republic. 

  

C. Special Rules: European Union 

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer: The procedure is the same for all foreign judgments/jurisdictions. 
There are no special rules. 

 

2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to enforce 
court judgments coming from its member states? 

Answer: No. 

  

D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure 

What is the average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

  Answer: The average length of time is approximately 2 months. 
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II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT 
JUDGMENT: REASONS 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment? If YES: what kind of reasons may justify 
denial? 

Answer: Yes. According to article 90 of Law 544-14, a Court will deny 
recognition and enforcement of a foreign judgment when: 

 
- The judgment is manifestly contrary to the rules of public order; 
- The judgment was entered against a party declared in default without 

evidence of an effective summons; 
- The judgment contradicts a previous decision issued in a different state 

between the same parties, in a claim with the same subject matter and 
legal basis, when the previous decision complied with the requirements 
for its recognition in the Dominican Republic. 

- The judgment violates the provisions of article 11 of Law 544-14 which 
grants exclusive jurisdiction to the courts of the Dominican Republic in 
certain matters. 

- The judgment does not comply with the requirements to be considered 
authentic in its country of issuance and valid according to the 
requirements of the laws of the Dominican Republic. 

 

B. Costs and expenses 

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in this  
enforcement procedure? 

Answer: The costs and expenses of filing an application for enforcement 
are minimum. Additional to court’s fees, claimant may be bound to pay 
fees to bailiffs and the Notary Public that assist in the enforcement 
proceedings. 

 

III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Time limit 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? 
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Answer: There is no time limit established in the law to apply for 
enforcement of a foreign judgment. 

 

B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment: Provisional Enforcement 

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive court 
judgment?  If NO: Are there any special requirements to 
provisionally enforce a court judgment which is not final and 
definitive? 

Answer: Law 544-14 makes no express reference to this requirement, 
only to the requirement of authenticity and formal validity of the judgment. 
However, per analogy of enforcement procedures for domestic judgments, 
courts may require evidence that the judgment is final and definitive. 
Judgments that are not final and definitive could serve as basis for a 
request to obtain interim or conservatory measures. 

C. Necessary Requirements 

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court judgment 
fulfill to be recognised and enforced? 

Answer: The interested party must file a request before the Civil and 
Commercial Chamber of the Court of First Instance of the National District, 
through an appointed Dominican lawyer, and submit a certified copy of the 
judgment (with apostille or consular legalization) in accordance with 
articles 97 and 98 of Law 544-14.  

The judgment must also be translated to Spanish by a court-appointed 
translator (Intérprete Judicial) of the Dominican Republic. 

 

D. Other Formal Requirements: Court Fees 

1. Is it mandatory to pay court fees for this kind of application? 

Answer: The exercise of a right in justice is not subject to charge; 
however, there are minimum court fees that are incurred in filing the 
application. 

 

 



 

SD-00400885  4 

E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce a 
court judgment? 

  Answer:  No.  

IV. PROCEDURE 

A. Competent court 

1. Which court or courts are competent to decide an enforcement 
application? 

Answer: The competent court is the Civil and Commercial Chamber of the 
Court of First Instance of the National District. 

 
B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign 

Court Judgment 

1. What information must be contained in the enforcement 
application of a foreign court judgment?  

Answer: The application must indicate the parties involved in the dispute 
that resulted in the judgment, the credentials of the attorney representing 
the claimant in the enforcement proceedings, a summary of the 
proceedings and of the merits of the dispute, and the formal request that 
the court recognizes the judgment for enforceability in the Dominican 
Republic. 

 
C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application 

to enforce a foreign court judgment? 

Answer: Along with the application, the interested party must file a 
certified copy of the judgment (with apostille or consular legalization); a 
translation into Spanish by an court-appointed translator (Intérprete 
Judicial) of the Dominican Republic; the claim and appeals that were filed 
and all evidence that shows that the rules of due process were observed.  

 
D. Phases of the Procedure 

1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign 
court judgment? 

Answer: The application is filed before the Court along with the required 
documents, and the judge analyzes the request and issues a decision in 
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an ex parte process. The decision must then be served on the defendant, 
who may bring an appeal before the Court of Appeals. 

E. Opposition of the Defendant 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? 

Answer: The proceeding is ex parte, hence the defendant will not be 
summoned to appear. However, if the defendant becomes aware of the 
application (courts files are public), the defendant may file a brief opposing 
to the enforcement application. The judge will analyze the case and will 
issue a decision without any hearing. The parties will still have a right to 
appeal the decision. 

 
2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to 
oppose to the enforcement of the court judgment? If YES: what are 
those reasons? 

Answer: The reasons for the defendant to oppose to the enforcement of 
the judgment are those set out in article 90 of Law 544-14: 

(i) The judgment is manifestly contrary to the rules of public order; 
(ii) The judgment was entered against a party declared in default without 

evidence of an effective summons;  
(iii) The judgment contradicts a previous decision issued in a different 

state between the same parties, in a claim with the same subject 
matter and legal basis, when the previous decision complied with the 
requirements for its recognition in the Dominican Republic; 

(iv) The judgment violates the provisions of article 11 of Law 544-14 
which grants exclusive jurisdiction to the courts of the Dominican 
Republic in certain matters; or 

(v) The judgment does not comply with the requirements to be 
considered authentic in its country of issuance and valid according to 
the requirements of the laws of the Dominican Republic. 

 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure 

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognise and 
enforce a foreign court decision? 

Answer: Yes, according to article 91 of Law 544-14 the enforcement order 
is subject to appeal. The appeal is governed by the provisions of the Code 
of Civil Procedure; the term to appeal is 1 month as of the date of service 
of the decision to the opposing party. 
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2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? 

Answer: Yes, the appeal stays enforcement of the decision.  

G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses 

1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application? 

Answer: Law 544-14 makes no reference to recovery of judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement applications, however, article 130 
of the Code of Civil Procedure applies. Such article provides that the party 
against whom the decision is rendered shall bear the costs of the process.  

The attorney must file a statement of the costs and fees incurred in the 
process, for evaluation by the court. 

V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT 

A. Means of Enforcement 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the court's 
judgment? 

Answer: Movable assets and real estate owned by the debtor are subject 
to enforcement.  Movable assets include values and titles in bank 
accounts and values owed by the debtor’s debtors. 

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction 

Answer: None that we are aware of. 
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