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I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT
DECISION (CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS)

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court
Judgment

1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court
judgment in your country?

Answer:  Pursuant to article 607 of the General Code of Procedure 

a foreign court judgment is enforceable in Colombia under so-called 

exequatur proceedings before the Colombian Supreme Court of 

Justice. 

B. Applicable Law: General Rules

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement
of a foreign court judgment in your country?

Answer:  The law that is applicable to the recognition and 

enforcement of a foreign court judgment is the General Code of 

Procedure (articles 605 to 607).   

In addition, there are some treaties in force on the enforcement of 

foreign judgments such as the Montevideo Inter-American 

Convention on Extraterritorial Validity of Foreign Judgments of 

1979 and the New York Convention on the Recognition and 

Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards of 1959.  

C. Special Rules: European Union

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement
of a foreign court judgment in your country?

Answer:  There are no special rules regarding the enforcement of 

a UE court judgment in Colombia.  

Yet, there is a convention between Colombia and Spain of 1908 for 

the enforcement of civil judgments.   

2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to
enforce court judgments coming its member states?

Answer:  This question is not applicable for Colombia. 
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D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure  

1. What is the average length of time for this kind of 
procedure?  

Answer:  As a practical matter, the average length of time for this 

kind of procedure is of 1.5 years.  

II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN 
COURT JUDGMENT: REASONS  

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement 
of a foreign court judgment? If YES: what kind of reasons may 
justify denial?  

Answer:  Yes, in Colombia a Court may deny recognition of a 

foreign court judgment if: 

The judgment comes from a country with whom Colombia does not 

have an International Treaty or that country does not enforce 

Colombian judgments according to its laws.  

The foreign judgment refers to property rights of goods located in 

Colombian at the time the procedure was initiated.  

The foreign judgment is contrary to Colombian laws of the public 

policy (order public), except for procedural laws.  

The foreign judgment is not final and enforceable in accordance 

with the laws of the country of origin.  

The foreign judgment is about a matter of exclusive jurisdiction of 

Colombian Courts.  

There are pending proceedings in Colombia regarding the same 

matter.  

There is a Colombian enforceable award regarding the same 

matter.  

The foreign judgment was issued in a procedure in which the 

parties were not properly served and did not have the opportunity 

to present their defense, in accordance with the laws of the country 

of origin. 
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B. Costs and Expenses

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect
in this enforcement procedure?

Answer:  The cost and expenses that a claimant can expect in this 

enforcement procedure are costs of translations, certified copies, 

notarization, apostille, notices and lawyers’ fees.  

III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS

A. Time Limit

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign
court judgment?

Answer:  No, there is not a time limit to apply for enforcement of a 

foreign judgment. 

B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment: Provisional Enforcement

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and
definitive court judgment?  If NO: Are there any special
requirements to provisionally enforce a court judgment
which is not final and definitive?

Answer:  Yes, pursuant to article 606 of the General Code of 

Procedure the foreign judgment must be final and definitive to be 

enforceable in Colombia.  

C. Necessary Requirements

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court
judgment fulfill to be recognized and enforced?

Answer:   A foreign judgment must not be in the events of 

denial described in section II. A. to be enforced in Colombia. 

D. Other Formal Requirements: Court Fees

1. Is it mandatory to pay Court Fees for this kind of
application?

Answer:  No, it is not mandatory to pay Court Fees for this kind of 

application.  
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E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to
enforce a court judgment?

Answer:  Yes, a notarized and apostilled or legalized copy of the

foreign judgment, together with its official translation into Spanish

must be filed with the application.

IV. PROCEDURE

A. Competent Court

1. Which Court or courts are competent to decide an
enforcement application?

Answer:  Pursuant to Article 607 of the General Code of Procedure, 

the exequatur claim should be submitted before the Supreme Court 

of Justice (Civil Cassation Chamber), unless otherwise stated by a 

treaty.  

B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a
Foreign Court Judgment

1. What information must be contained in the enforcement
application of a foreign court judgment?

Answer:  Since the enforcement application of a foreign judgment 

must be filed as a lawsuit, the general requirements of article 82 of 

the General Code of Procedure are applicable in this kind of 

application.  

Therefore, the following must be contained in the enforcement 

application of a foreign judgment:  

- Must be addressed to the Civil Cassation Chamber of the Court

of Justice (Sala de Casación Civil de la Corte Suprema de

Justicia) or the competent court as per the applicable treaty.

- The name, domicile and identification of the parties and of their

legal representatives in the case of companies.

- The name of the plaintiff´s attorney.

- Request the judge the recognition of the foreign judgment.



  8  

 

- Description of the facts on which the application is based. 

 

- The legal basis of the application.  

 

- The address of the plaintiff and of the defendant for service 

purposes.  

C. What documents must be included with/attached to the 
application to enforce a foreign court Judgment?  

Answer:  

Certified copy of the foreign judgment duly legalized and translated 

into Spanish must be attached to the application to enforce a foreign 

judgment.  

In addition, the power of attorney must also be attached to the 

application.  

If the parties are companies, evidence of their existence and 

faculties of the legal representative must also be included with the 

application to enforce a foreign judgment. 

D.   Phases of the Procedure  

1. What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a 
foreign court judgment?  

Answer:  

(i) Enforcement (exequatur) application.  

(ii) Court decision to decline or to admit the application.  

(iii) Serve notice upon the defendant and to the Delegate General 

Attorney for civil matters.  

(iv) The defendant and the Delegate General Attorney for civil 

matters may submit the relevant arguments against the 

exequatur application.  

(v) Hearing in which the evidence phase takes place and the 

parties present their closing arguments. 



9 

(vi) Court decision resolving to grant or deny the recognition of the

foreign judgment.

E. Opposition of the Defendant

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement
application?

Answer:  Yes, the defendant can oppose to the enforcement 

application once the proceedings are served upon him.  

The term for this opposition is 5 days from the service. 

2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant
to oppose to the enforcement of the court judgment? If
YES: what are those reasons?

Answer: Yes, the defendant can object the enforcement based on 

the legal requirements set for in section II A. 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognize and
enforce a foreign court decision?

Answer:  No, an exequatur ruling by the Supreme Court of Justice 

of Colombia is not subject to any appeals or reviews.  It is absolutely 

final.  

2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement?

Answer:  Not applicable. 

G. Recovery of Judicial Costs and Expenses

1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial
costs incurred as a result of the enforcement
application?

Answer:  Yes, the general rule is that the losing party may afford 

all the costs incurred by the parties as a result the judicial 

proceedings.  

V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT

A. Means of Enforcement



10 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the
court’s judgment?

Answer:  Any good or asset located in Colombia is subject to 

enforcement of the court´s judgment.   

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction

Answer:  No
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