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I. RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT DECISION 
(CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS) 

A. Ability to Apply for Recognition and Enforcement of a Court Judgment 

1. Is it possible to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment in your country? 

Answer:   Yes. The Procedural Civil Code of Bolivia recognizes the validity 
and enforceability of foreign court judgments from States that would not 
deny the enforceability of a Bolivian judgment. Bolivia is also member of the 
Inter-American Convention on Extraterritorial Validity of Foreign Judgments 
and Arbitral Awards (“Inter-American Convention”), which has been ratified 
with no reservations.  

B. Applicable Law: General Rules 

1. Which laws are generally applicable to the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer: The Lex fori is applicable (Civil Procedural Code).  

   

C. Special Rules: European Union 

1. Are there any special rules regarding the enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment in your country? 

Answer:  

 

2. Does the European Union have a special procedure to enforce 
court judgments coming from its member states? 

Answer:   

 

D. Average Duration of Enforcement Procedure 

1. What is the average length of time for this kind of procedure? 

Answer: The enforcement application has to be filed with the Supreme 
Court of Bolivia, which – if it accepts it - derives the enforcement to a lower 
Court. Procedural deadlines are not met by the courts. An average time is 
six months to a year. 
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II. DENIAL OF RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF A FOREIGN COURT 
JUDGMENT: REASONS 

A. Can a Court in your country deny recognition and enforcement of a 
foreign court judgment? If YES: what kind of reasons may justify 
denial? 

 Answer: The reasons for denying enforcement of foreign judgments are set forth 
in the Inter-American Convention, as well as in the Civil Procedural Code. 
Provisions in both legal instruments are very similar.  

The main issue that the court will analyze is whether there is any violation to 
domestic or international ordre public, particularly regarding due process, as well 
as formal aspects of the judgment, such as whether it is accompanied with an 
official translation (if applicable). 

 

B. Costs and expenses 

1. What kind of cost and expenses can a claimant expect in this 
enforcement procedure? 

Answer: There is no fixed amount, however the amounts should not be 
large since the procedure is relatively short 

III. FORMAL REQUIREMENTS 

A. Time limit 

1. Is there a time limit to apply for enforcement of a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer: There are no specific provisions imposing a time limit for 
enforcement of judgments. Time limits would be subject of substantive law, 
in regards to the general rules of statute of limitations (régimen de la 
prescripción).  

B. Final and Definitive Court Judgment: Provisional Enforcement 

1. Is it mandatory for the judgment to be a final and definitive court 
judgment?  If NO: Are there any special requirements to 
provisionally enforce a court judgment which is not final and 
definitive? 
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Answer: Yes, it is mandatory that a foreign judgment be final and definitive.  

C. Necessary Requirements 

1. What necessary requirements must the foreign court judgment 
fulfill to be recognized and enforced? 

Answer: In order to enforce a foreign judgment, the Supreme Court of 
Bolivia will make the following analysis: 

      The judgment must fulfill formal requirements of the Lex causae. 

Judgement and – if existent - appendixes or annexes must be translated (if 
not in Spanish) by an officially recognized translator. 

The above-mentioned documents must have been either (i) apostilled; (ii) 
legalized by consular authorities, or (iii) have been delivered via letter 
rogatory. 

The foreign judgment has been rendered according to the rues of 
jurisdiction of the Lex causae, except, of course, in specific cases where 
Lex fori prescribes exclusive jurisdiction. 

Principles of due process have not been violated. 

Judgement have the force of res judicata according to the lex causae. 

Judgement do not violate ordre public. 

Judgment rules over legal obligations, unless an international convention 
stating otherwise would apply.  

D. Other Formal Requirements: Court Fees 

1. Is it mandatory to pay court fees for this kind of application? 

Answer: Yes. 

 

E. Are there any other formal requirements in your country to enforce a 
court judgment? 

  Answer:  No. 
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IV. PROCEDURE 

A. Competent court 

1. Which court or courts are competent to decide an enforcement 
application? 

Answer: The Supreme Court decides over an enforcement application, 
while a lower court enforces the judgment. 

 
B. Informational Requirements for the Application to Enforce a Foreign 

Court Judgment 

1.  What information must be contained in the enforcement 
application of a foreign court judgment?  

Answer: There is no other material information that would be required. 

 
C. What documents must be included with/attached to the application to 

enforce a foreign court judgment? 

Answer: The Judgment and – if existent - appendixes or annexes, all of 
which have to be translated into Spanish by an officially recognized 
translator. 

A Certification by the competent authority that judgment is final. 
The above-mentioned documents must have been either (i) apostilled; (ii) 
legalized by consular authorities, or (iii) have been received via letter 
rogatory procedure. 

 
 

D. Phases of the Procedure 

1.  What are the phases of the procedure to enforce a foreign court 
judgment? 

Answer:  

(i) The judgment is to be filed with the Supreme Court.  

(ii) The Supreme Court then gives notice of the judgment to Defendant, 
who has ten days for submitting a response.  

(iii) After that period, the Court has to decide over the application of 
enforcement. 
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(iv) If a positive decision is granted, the foreign judgment is derived to a 
lower court for enforcement. 

E. Opposition of the Defendant 

1. Can a defendant oppose to this enforcement application? 

Answer:  Yes, a defendant has 10 days for an opposition, after he has 
been given notice of the enforcement request.  

 
2. Are there a limited number of reasons for the defendant to 

oppose to the enforcement of the court judgment? If YES: what 
are those reasons? 

Answer: The only reasons for a successful opposition are providing any 
prove that the judgment is not enforceable because it does not comply with 
the minimum enforceability requirements as established by law and 
described above. 

F. Appeal and its Consequences in this Procedure 

1. Is it possible to appeal a court decision to recognize and 
enforce a foreign court decision? 

Answer:  No, there is no possibility for any appeal, because (i) decision is 
granted by the Supreme Court; and (ii) the law do not provide any appealing 
procedure. Notwithstanding, this does not preclude a person to file a 
recourse to protection of constitutional rights with the Constitutional 
Tribunal. This is a “last resort” action when no other recourse to the law is 
available.  

2. Can this appeal suspend the enforcement? 

Answer: Yes, a recourse to protection of constitutional rights with the 
Constitutional Tribunal could suspend enforcement. 

G. Recovery of judicial costs and expenses 

1. Are there any rules concerning recovery of the judicial costs 
incurred as a result of the enforcement application? 

Answer: No, However, as a general rule, the losing party assumes the 
payment of all expenses and costs of the process 
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V. RECOVERY OF THE DEBT 

A. Means of Enforcement 

1. What types of assets are subject to enforcement of the court's 
judgment? 

Answer: There are no specific restrictions as to types of assets that would 
not be subject to enforcement. However, if enforcement would potentially 
affect third parties´ rights or rights that are subject of special legal treatment 
(such as natural resources), or if the foreign court did not have jurisdiction 
to decide over said assets, the Court could argue that the judgment is not 
enforceable because of lack of jurisdiction, or because of a violation of ordre 
public.  

It is worth noticing that Bolivia ratified the Inter-American Convention with 
no reservations, and therefore it applies to the enforcement of all judgments 
rendered in civil, commercial or labor proceedings from a member State, 
and not only to compensatory judgments involving property.  

 

VI. OTHER ISSUES OF INTEREST IN YOUR JURISDICTION 

A. Any other issues of interest in your jurisdiction 

Answer: Since the enactment of the new Constitution, Bolivia has set forth 
a system of legal pluralism, which grants indigenous communities the 
authority to determine their own legal systems, with certain limitations 
established by law. This potentially allows such jurisdictions to apply 
specific rules that could affect the enforcement of foreign judgments within 
their jurisdictions. Notwithstanding, legal pluralism has gained scarce 
development so far. 
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